
	

2019	GENERAL	ELECTION	

WHAT	DO	THE	PARTY	MANIFESTOS	SAY	ABOUT	CLIMATE	
AND	THE	ENVIRONMENT?	

Notes:	

These	are	unedited	excerpts	from	the	manifestos	of	the	Conservative,	Green,	Labour	and	Liberal	
Democrat	Parties.	

The	intention	has	been	to	capture	all	the	main	sections	and	paragraphs	dealing	with	climate	and	
environment	issues	–	omitting	material	covering	other	topics.		For	ease	of	reading	they	have	been	cut	
and	pasted	and	brought	together	into	one	document.	

In	some	case	this	means	just	a	bullet	point	from	a	broader	list	of	policies.		More	often	it	means	taking	
a	whole	chapter	from	the	document.	

At	the	start	of	each	section	there	is	a	simple	word	count,	noting	how	often	the	words	‘Climate’	and	
‘Environment’	are	mentioned	in	that	manifesto.	

To	read	the	manifestos	in	full,	and	fill	in	any	gaps	(or	copying	errors!),	click	on	the	links	above	to	go	to	
the	original	documents.	

If	you	discover	any	errors	or	omissions,	please	let	us	know	at:	1010steyning@gmail.com	

	

	

	
	

The	South	East	Climate	Alliance	is	a	coalition	of	local	environment,	community	&	faith	groups	across	
South	East	England	uniting	for	urgent	action	on	climate	change.	See:	www.seclimatealliance.uk	
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Conservative	Manifesto:	Unleash	Britain’s	Potential	
Word	count:						Climate	(10)		Environment	(22)	

Introduction	-	My	Guarantee		

• Reaching	Net	Zero	by	2050	with	investment	in	clean	energy	solution	

We	will	Unleash	Britain’s	Potential	

Unleash	innovation	(p39)	

• We	will	use	our	£1	billion	Ayrton	Fund	to	develop	affordable	and	accessible	clean	energy	that	
will	improve	lives	and	help	us	to	lead	the	world	in	tackling	climate	change.	

Stewards	of	our	environment	(p43)	

Our	Environment	Bill	will	guarantee	that	we	will	protect	and	restore	our	natural	environment	after	
leaving	the	EU.	Because	conservation	has	always	been	at	the	very	heart	of	Conservatism.		

• We	will	set	up	a	new	independent	Office	For	Environmental	Protection	and	introduce	our	
own	legal	targets,	including	for	air	quality.		

• We	will	invest	in	nature,	helping	us	to	reach	our	Net	Zero	target	with	a	£640	million	new	
Nature	for	Climate	fund.	Building	on	our	support	for	creating	a	Great	Northumberland	
Forest,	we	will	reach	an	additional	75,000	acres	of	trees	a	year	by	the	end	of	the	next	
Parliament,	as	well	as	restoring	our	peatland.		

• We	welcome	the	Glover	Review	and	will	create	new	National	Parks	and	Areas	of	Outstanding	
Natural	Beauty,	as	well	as	making	our	most	loved	landscapes	greener,	happier,	healthier	and	
open	to	all.	We	will	make	the	coast	to	coast	path	across	the	most	beautiful	areas	of	the	
North	a	National	Trail.		

• We	will	continue	to	lead	the	world	in	tackling	plastics	pollution,	both	in	the	UK	and	
internationally,	and	will	introduce	a	new	levy	to	increase	the	proportion	of	recyclable	plastics	
in	packaging.	We	will	introduce	extended	producer	responsibility,	so	that	producers	pay	the	
full	costs	of	dealing	with	the	waste	they	produce,	and	boost	domestic	recycling.		

• We	will	ban	the	export	of	plastic	waste	to	non-OECD	countries,	consulting	with	industry,	
NGOs	and	local	councils	on	the	date	by	which	this	should	be	achieved.		

• We	will	crack	down	on	the	waste	and	carelessness	that	destroys	our	natural	environment	
and	kills	marine	life.	We	will	increase	penalties	for	fly-tipping,	make	those	on	community	
sentences	clean	up	their	parks	and	streets,	and	introduce	a	deposit	return	scheme	to	
incentivise	people	to	recycle	plastic	and	glass.		

• We	will	make	no	changes	to	the	Hunting	Act.	

We	Will	Strengthen	Britain	In	The	World	(p51)	
As	Conservatives,	we	are	immensely	proud	of	the	UK’s	history	and	its	standing	in	the	world.	Unlike	
those	currently	leading	the	Labour	Party,	we	view	our	country	as	a	force	for	good.	The	strength	of	
the	Armed	Forces,	our	alliances	with	like-minded	democracies	and	our	willingness	to	act	are	all	
reasons	for	the	UK	to	hold	its	head	high.	So	too	is	our	work	in	promoting	international	development	
and	fighting	climate	change	–	both	issues	on	which	the	Conservative	Party	and	Conservative	
Governments	have	driven	the	agenda	forward.	
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Animal	Welfare	(p54)	

High	standards	of	animal	welfare	are	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	a	civilised	society.	We	have	a	long	
tradition	of	protecting	animals	in	this	country,	often	many	years	before	others	follow.	Under	a	
Conservative	Government,	that	will	continue	–	and	we	will	continue	to	support	such	efforts	overseas.		

• We	will	introduce	tougher	sentences	for	animal	cruelty.		
• We	will	crack	down	on	the	illegal	smuggling	of	dogs	and	puppies.		
• We	will	bring	in	new	laws	on	animal	sentience.		
• We	will	end	excessively	long	journeys	for	slaughter	and	fattening	–	one	of	the	many	benefits	

of	leaving	the	European	Union.		
• We	will	bring	the	ivory	ban	into	force	and	extend	it	to	cover	other	ivory-bearing	species,	and	

ban	imports	from	trophy	hunting	of	endangered	animals.		
• We	will	ban	keeping	primates	as	pets.		
• We	will	bring	forward	cat	microchipping,	giving	cat	owners	peace	of	mind	and	increasing	the	

measures	we	have	available	to	tackle	cat	theft.	

Fight	climate	change	and	protect	the	environment	(p55)	

Conservation	is,	and	always	has	been,	at	the	heart	of	Conservatism.	Our	Government’s	stewardship	
of	the	natural	environment,	its	focus	on	protecting	the	countryside	and	reducing	plastic	waste,	is	a	
source	of	immense	pride.	

But	today,	the	climate	emergency	means	that	the	challenges	we	face	stretch	far	beyond	our	borders.	

Thanks	to	the	efforts	of	successive	Governments,	the	UK	has	cut	carbon	emissions	by	more	than	any	
similar	developed	country.	We	are	now	the	world’s	leader	in	offshore	wind	–	a	fantastic	success	story	
of	Government	and	the	private	sector	working	hand	in	hand	to	cut	costs	and	deliver	ever	more	
electricity	at	plummeting	costs.	

Unlike	Jeremy	Corbyn,	we	believe	that	free	markets,	innovation	and	prosperity	can	protect	the	
planet.	

Yet	we	recognise	that	there	is	far	more	that	needs	to	be	done.	

• We	will	lead	the	global	fight	against	climate	change	by	delivering	on	our	world-leading	target	
of	Net	Zero	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	2050,	as	advised	by	the	independent	Committee	on	
Climate	Change.	We	have	doubled	International	Climate	Finance.	And	we	will	use	our	
position	hosting	the	UN	Climate	Change	Summit	in	Glasgow	in	2020	to	ask	our	global	
partners	to	match	our	ambition.	

• We	will	set	up	new	international	partnerships	to	tackle	deforestation	and	protect	vital	
landscapes	and	wildlife	corridors.	We	will	establish	a	new	£500	million	Blue	Planet	Fund	to	
help	protect	our	oceans	from	plastic	pollution,	warming	sea	temperatures	and	overfishing,	
and	extend	the	Blue	Belt	programme	to	preserve	the	maritime	environment.	We	will	
continue	to	lead	diplomatic	efforts	to	protect	30	per	cent	of	the	world’s	oceans	by	2030.	

Our	first	Budget	will	prioritise	the	environment:	investing	in	R&D;	decarbonisation	schemes;	new	
flood	defences,	which	will	receive	£4	billion	in	new	funding	over	the	coming	years;	electric	vehicle	
infrastructure	including	a	national	plug-in	network	and	gigafactory;	and	clean	energy.	

In	the	next	decade,	we	will	work	with	the	market	to	deliver	two	million	new	high	quality	jobs	in	clean	
growth.	We	have	ambitious	targets:	

• Our	world-leading	offshore	wind	industry	will	reach	40GW	by	2030,	and	we	will	enable	new	
floating	wind	farms.	
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• We	will	invest	£800	million	to	build	the	first	fully	deployed	carbon	capture	storage	cluster	by	
the	mid-2020s.	We	will	invest	£500	million	to	help	energy-intensive	industries	move	to	low-
carbon	techniques.	

• We	will	support	gas	for	hydrogen	production	and	nuclear	energy,	including	fusion,	as	
important	parts	of	the	energy	system,	alongside	increasing	our	commitment	to	renewables.	

• We	placed	a	moratorium	on	fracking	in	England	with	immediate	effect.	Having	listened	to	
local	communities,	we	have	ruled	out	changes	to	the	planning	system.	We	will	not	support	
fracking	unless	the	science	shows	categorically	that	it	can	be	done	safely.	

• We	will	help	lower	energy	bills	by	investing	£9.2	billion	in	the	energy	efficiency	of	homes,	
schools	and	hospitals.		

• We	will	support	clean	transport	to	ensure	clean	air,	as	well	as	setting	strict	new	laws	on	air	
quality.	We	will	consult	on	the	earliest	date	by	which	we	can	phase	out	the	sale	of	new	
conventional	petrol	and	diesel	cars.	
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Green	Party	Manifesto:		If	not	now,	when?	
Word	count:						Climate	(64)		Environment	(39)	

Foreword:		The	time	to	vote	Green	is	now	
Above	all,	the	climate	and	environmental	emergency	rages	from	the	Amazon	to	the	Arctic.		

The	science	is	clear	–	the	next	ten	years	are	probably	the	most	important	in	our	history.		

At	this	time	of	crisis,	we	cannot	go	on	as	we	are.		

If	ever	there	was	a	time	to	vote	Green,	it’s	now.		

We	want	to	unleash	a	revolution	that	lifts	up	everyone.	Our	plan	for	a	Green	New	Deal,	and	four	
related	programmes	of	reform,	will	transform	the	UK	and	improve	the	quality	of	everyone’s	lives	by	
creating	a	safer,	fairer	future	for	all.		

We	are	the	only	party	you	can	trust	to	act	in	time	to	tackle	the	Climate	Emergency	in	a	way	that	also	
tackles	pressing	social	problems.	

Executive	Summary	
To	tackle	the	Climate	Emergency,	and	deliver	social	justice,	we	propose:		

The	Green	New	Deal		

The	Green	New	Deal	will	invest	in	our	shared	future,	funding	improvements	in:		

• Energy:	including	the	replacement	of	fossil	fuels	with	renewable	energy.		
• Housing:	including	the	provision	of	better	insulation	for	all	homes	that	need	it,	the	delivery	

of	major	heating	upgrades	for	1	million	homes	a	year	and	the	creation	of	100,000	new	
energy	efficient	council	homes	a	year.		

• Transport:	including	the	delivery	of	a	public	and	sustainable	transport	revolution,	which	will	
allow	people	to	travel	cheaply	and	safely	on	new	trains,	buses,	cycleways	and	footpaths.		

• Industry:	including	support	for	businesses	to	decarbonise	and	the	provision	of	training	to	
give	people	skills	to	access	millions	of	new	green	jobs.		

• Food,	Farming	&	Forestry:	including	the	planting	of	700	million	trees	and	support	for	healthy	
and	sustainable	food	and	farming	systems.		

• Incomes:	including	the	creation	of	a	Universal	Basic	Income,	paid	to	all	UK	residents	to	tackle	
poverty	and	give	financial	security	to	everyone.		

New	green	homes,	new	green	transport	and	new	green	jobs	will	get	us	on	track	to	reduce	the	UK’s	
carbon	emissions	to	net	zero	by	2030	and	provide	new	opportunities	for	everyone	to	live	happier	
and	more	secure	lives.	This	will	be	a	combined	investment	of	over	£100	billion	a	year	in	the	Green	
New	Deal,	with	an	additional	investment	in	Universal	Basic	Income.	

The	New	Green	Deal:		Unleashing	a	Green	Economic	and	Social	Revolution	(p5)	
In	2019,	we	face	a	collective	challenge	greater	than	we	have	faced	for	decades.		

The	climate	we	all	rely	on	is	breaking	down.	The	impacts	are	starting	to	affect	us	all	–	the	weather	is	
becoming	more	extreme,	wildlife	is	declining,	sea	levels	are	rising.	Our	century	is	only	19	years	old,	
but	already	we	have	had	18	of	the	hottest	years	on	record.	This	summer	saw	the	hottest	day	ever	
recorded	in	the	UK,	and	the	hottest	month	ever	recorded	across	the	world.	
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None	of	this	is	happening	by	accident.		It’s	the	consequence	of	an	out-of	control	economic	system	
that	plunders	the	Earth’s	natural	resources	to	create	wealth	for	the	few,	casting	the	climate	into	
chaos	and	causing	corrosive	levels	of	inequality.	

It’s	time	for	a	new	start,	so	we	have	developed	the	Green	New	Deal.	This	is	a	comprehensive	ten-
year	plan	ambitious	enough	to	tackle	climate	and	ecological	breakdown	at	the	scale	and	speed	set	
out	by	science.	It	will	deliver	a	fast	and	fair	transformation	of	our	economy	and	society,	renewing	
almost	every	aspect	of	life	in	the	UK:	from	the	way	we	produce	and	consume	energy,	to	the	way	in	
which	we	grow	the	food	we	eat,	and	how	we	work,	travel,	and	heat	our	homes.	

As	the	originators	of	the	Green	New	Deal,	we	are	the	only	party	you	can	trust	to	act	in	time	to	tackle	
the	Climate	Emergency	and	rapidly	reduce	social	and	economic	inequality	–	and	to	make	these	our	
top	priorities.	

The	Green	New	Deal	will	get	the	UK	on	track	to	reducing	climate	emissions	to	net	zero	by	2030	by:	

>	Meeting	most	of	our	energy	needs	through	the	domestic	production	of	renewable	energy.	

>	Reducing	our	overall	energy	demand	from	buildings	and	homes.		

>	Transforming	UK	industry,	transport	and	land	use.	

There	will	be	a	combined	investment	of	over	£100	billion	a	year	in	the	Green	New	Deal,	with	an	
additional	investment	in	Universal	Basic	Income.	Through	this	investment,	we	will	provide	new	
opportunities	for	everyone	to	work	and	live	more	sustainably	and	more	securely.	The	Green	New	
Deal	will	deliver	solid	financial	foundations	across	society,	through	a	range	of	measures	including:	

>	The	creation	of	millions	of	new	jobs	in	renewable	energy,	transport,	land	management	and	other	
sectors	transformed	by	the	transition	to	a	net	zero	carbon	economy.	

>	The	provision	of	the	training	people	need	to	access	these	new	jobs.	

>	The	creation	of	at	least	100,000	new	socially	rented	homes	a	year	through	low	carbon	construction	
and	retrofitting,	converting	and	extending	existing	buildings.		

Implementing	the	Green	New	Deal	will	need	to	become	a	fundamental	objective	of	government,	
nationally	and	locally,	but	it	will	also	involve	every	single	one	of	us:	workers	and	investors,	creatives	
and	care	workers,	scientists	and	seniors,	administrators	and	accountants,	farmers	and	factory	
workers,	and	beyond.		

The	Green	New	Deal	will	give	power	and	resources	for	devolved	governments,	elected	mayors	and	
local	governments	to	transform	the	communities	they	represent.	Local	people	will	be	directly	
involved,	actively	engaging	all	of	us	in	the	future	of	the	places	where	we	live	and	work.	It	will	also	
mean	new	forms	of	common	ownership	throughout	vital	parts	of	our	infrastructure,	such	as	
waterways,	buses,	parks	and	railways.		

Investment	will	be	targeted	at	those	who	need	it	most,	including	communities	with	high	
unemployment,	those	excluded	from	full	participation	in	the	economy	and	those	dependent	on	old,	
energy	guzzling,	polluting	industries.	We	will	work	alongside	trade	unions	to	ensure	a	just	transition	
to	a	green	future,	which	will	leave	no	one	behind.		

Business	will	share	collective	responsibility	for	delivering	the	Green	New	Deal	too	and	will	be	
incentivised	to	lead	the	way	by	innovating	and	manufacturing	a	better	future.	Businesses	that	are	
currently	obliged	to	maximise	returns	to	shareholders	will	need	to	take	account	of	other	
stakeholders	–	including	the	ecosystem	–	and	the	impact	of	their	activities	on	the	climate	and	on	
communities.	Public	sector	investment	to	kick-start	the	Green	New	Deal	will	act	as	a	catalyst	for	
private	sector	investment,	as	private	investors	seek	to	share	in	the	financial	rewards	of	the	transition	
to	a	net	zero	carbon	future.		
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We	will	create	a	new	public	banking	infrastructure	to	help	deliver	our	ambitious	programme	and	the	
Green	New	Deal	will	ensure	the	banks	invest	and	lend	at	low,	affordable	interest	rates	to	support	the	
economy’s	environmental	transformation.	It	will	also	deliver	financial	mechanisms	and	the	transfer	
of	new	technologies	to	help	the	Global	South	adapt	to	climate	change	in	a	just	way.		

The	Green	New	Deal	will	make	space	for	nature,	with	policies	to	restore	habitats	in	urban,	suburban	
and	countryside	settings.	It	will	transform	our	food	and	farming	system,	to	improve	human	and	
environmental	health,	maximise	the	landscape’s	ability	to	store	carbon	and	prevent	flooding,	
promote	innovations	in	land	management	and	ownership,	and	ease	the	transition	by	protecting	jobs	
and	creating	new	green	employment	opportunities.		

The	wider	economy	will	be	transformed	too,	re-purposed	to	protect	and	enhance	the	wellbeing	of	
citizens,	society	and	the	natural	world.	Economic	growth	will	no	longer	be	the	way	we	measure	
progress.	Instead,	we	will	prioritise	measures	of	real	prosperity	and	wellbeing,	like	improvement	in	
health,	reduction	of	inequality	and	the	restoration	and	protection	of	the	natural	environment	on	
which	we	all	depend.		

The	Green	New	Deal	is	also	about	fairness	in	a	warming	world.	Building	on	the	Green	Party’s	
commitment	to	global	justice	the	Green	New	Deal	includes	finance	and	technology	to	help	the	
majority	world	adapt	to	climate	change	and	support	human	well-being,	breaking	the	carbon	chains	
of	fossil	fuel	dependence	and	ending	the	economic	culture	that	has	viewed	people	and	places	
primarily	for	the	extraction	of	profit.		

In	short,	the	Green	New	Deal	will	unleash	an	urgently	needed	green	economic	and	social	revolution.	
There	is	no	time	to	lose	–	we	must	start	now.	

The	Green	New	Deal	for	energy	
The	key	to	reducing	our	impact	on	the	climate	is	to	stop	burning	fossil	fuels	as	soon	as	possible.	

The	UK	has	an	abundance	of	the	wind,	tides,	sun	and	rivers	needed	to	be	self-sufficient	in	energy	–	
and	it’s	time	for	investment	to	unleash	this	potential	and	enable	us	leave	oil	and	gas	in	the	ground.	

The	Green	New	Deal	will	accelerate	the	transformation	of	our	energy	supply	and	create	the	energy	
infrastructure	of	the	future	–	one	powered	by	renewables	–	working	in	harmony	with	a	reduction	in	
energy	demand.	

With	our	renewable	energy	supply	unlocked,	we	can	hugely	reduce	fossil	fuel	use	in	our	energy	
system,	and	with	it	our	reliance	on	nuclear	power.	

The	Green	New	Deal	for	energy	will	revolutionise	the	way	we	produce	and	use	energy.	It	will:	

>	Enable	communities	to	develop	their	own	renewable	energy	projects,	so	that	the	benefits	of	locally	
generated	energy	can	stay	local.	

>	Introduce	new	support	and	incentives	to	directly	accelerate	wind	energy	development,	paving	the	
way	for	wind	to	provide	around	70%	of	the	UK’s	electricity	by	2030.	

>	Introduce	new	support	for	solar,	geothermal,	tidal,	hydro	and	other	renewable	energies	to	provide	
much	of	the	remainder	of	the	UK’s	energy	supply	by	2030.	

>	Transform	the	planning	system	so	that	it	works	to	support	a	massive	increase	in	wind	power	and	
other	renewable	generation.	

>	Work	with	the	Crown	Estate,	which	owns	much	of	the	UK’s	coastline,	to	open	up	more	coastal	
waters	for	offshore	wind	and	marine	energy.	We	will	ensure	that	the	long-term	profits	from	these	
vital	energy	assets	come	to	the	UK	government	rather	than	energy	firms.	
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>	Remove	subsidies	to	the	oil	and	gas	industries.	

>	Apply	a	Carbon	Tax	on	all	fossil	fuel	imports	and	domestic	extraction,	based	on	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	produced	when	fuel	is	burnt.	We	will	also	apply	a	Carbon	Tax	on	imported	energy,	based	
on	its	embedded	emissions.	We	will	raise	the	Carbon	Tax	rate	progressively	over	a	decade,	rendering	
coal,	oil	and	gas	financially	unviable	as	cheaper	renewable	energies	rise	up	to	take	their	place.	

>	Connect	our	electricity	supply	more	closely	to	that	of	our	neighbours	in	Europe,	to	provide	a	wider	
supply	we	can	call	on	when	needed	and	to	allow	us	to	export	electricity	when	we	have	a	surplus.	
Subsea	connections	to	Norway	and	Iceland	to	connect	to	their	hydro	and	geothermal	power	supplies	
will	be	particularly	encouraged.		

>	Deploy	demand	side	management	and	significantly	expand	and	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	
electricity	grid,	doubling	its	capacity	so	that	it	can	distribute	the	increased	electricity	the	UK	will	need	
as	it	transitions	away	from	fossil	fuels.		

>	Expand	our	short-term	capacity	for	energy	storage	so	that	electricity	from	peak	periods	of	
renewable	electricity	generation	(e.g.	days	with	very	strong	winds	and	many	hours	of	sunshine)	can	
be	effectively	stored	–	utilising	solutions	such	as	domestic	solar	batteries,	storage	as	heat	in	hot	
water	cylinders	and	thermal	stores,	and	smart	control	of	vehicle	battery	charging.		

>	Prohibit	the	construction	of	nuclear	power	stations.	We	know	that	nuclear	is	a	distraction	from	
developing	renewable	energy,	carries	an	unacceptable	risk	for	the	communities	living	close	to	
nuclear	energy	facilities,	creates	unmanageable	quantities	of	radioactive	waste	and	is	inextricably	
linked	with	the	production	of	world-destroying	nuclear	weapons.		

>	Encourage	greater	energy	efficiency	across	the	economy,	including	by	providing	energy	efficiency	
training	for	businesses	and	public	bodies,	emphasising	the	need	for	behavioural	change	–	we	all	need	
to	value	energy	as	we	value	money.	Small	businesses	and	co-ops	will	receive	this	training	for	free.		

>	Ban	fracking,	and	other	unconventional	forms	of	fossil	fuel	extraction,	now	and	forever	

The	Green	New	Deal	for	housing		
Green	New	Deal	investment	in	housing	will	simultaneously	reduce	climate	emissions,	tackle	fuel	
poverty	and	provide	genuinely	affordable	housing.		

We	will	improve	the	insulation	of	every	home	in	the	UK,	making	sure	they	are	all	warm	in	winter.	
This	green	homes	revolution	will	make	sure	nobody	is	forced	to	choose	between	heating	or	eating.		

Everyone	should	have	a	safe,	affordable	and	warm	place	to	call	home.	We	will	end	the	housing	crisis	
by	creating	enough	affordable	homes	–	including	100,000	new	council	homes	a	year.		

Our	plans	will	also	ensure	that	all	new	and	renovated	homes	meet	the	highest	possible	standards	
and	meet	social	needs.	Work	on	our	homes,	businesses	and	public	buildings	will	create	quality	jobs	in	
every	part	of	the	UK	as	we	shift	to	a	net	zero	carbon	economy.		

Our	Green	New	Deal	for	housing	will:		

>	Empower	local	authorities	to	bring	empty	homes	back	into	use	and	create	a	total	of	100,000	new	
homes	for	social	rent	(council	homes)	a	year,	built	to	the	Passivhaus	or	equivalent	standard.	This	
standard	will	see	these	new	homes	use	90%	less	energy	for	space	heating	than	the	average	home,	
significantly	reducing	household	bills.		

>	Allocate	funding	to	local	authorities	for	council	home	creation	based	on	the	needs	of	their	area.	We	
expect	much	of	the	need	to	be	concentrated	in	areas	where	Green	New	Deal	jobs	will	be	created.	We	
will	incentivise	local	authorities	to	spread	small	developments	across	their	areas,	rather	than	building	
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huge	new	estates,	and	to	build,	renovate	and	convert	to	high	quality	designs	that	respect	local	
architectural	heritage.	The	new	council	homes	will	offer	secure,	lifetime	tenancies.		

>	Ensure	all	new	developments	will	be	located	and	designed	to	ensure	that	residents	do	not	need	
cars	to	live	a	full	life,	either	having	safe	pedestrian	access	to	local	shops	and	schools,	or	are	within	
1km	of	a	local	rail,	tube	or	tram	station,	or	500m	of	a	high	frequency	bus	service.		

>	Make	energy	efficiency	and	elimination	fuel	poverty	a	national	infrastructure	priority.		

>	Improve	the	insulation	of	every	UK	home	that	needs	more	insulation	by	2030.	The	material	used	
for	these	insulation	improvements	will	be	sustainable.		

>	Significantly	reduce	heating	bills	by	improving	1	million	existing	homes	and	other	buildings	a	year,	
so	that	they	reach	the	highest	standard	of	energy	efficiency	(over	and	above	the	Energy	Performance	
Certificate	A	rating).	Homes	lived	in	by	people	on	low	incomes	will	be	the	first	to	receive	these	major	
improvements	and	benefit	from	reduced	heating	bills.	This	will	be	a	deep	retrofitting	of	10	million	
homes	by	2030,	on	top	of	the	insulation	improvements	every	home	that	needs	it	will	receive.		

>	Roll	out	solar	panels	and	other	forms	of	renewable	domestic	energy	generation,	giving	1	million	
households	a	year	the	means	to	generate	a	proportion	of	the	energy	they	use.	This	will	mean	that	10	
million	homes	are	able	to	generate	their	own	renewable	energy	by	2030.		

>	Reduce	the	use	of	natural	gas	for	heating	homes	through	a	programme,	to	replace	polluting	boilers	
with	renewable	heat	from	heat	pumps,	and	solar	thermal,	geothermal,	biomass	and	stored	heat	
technologies.		

>	Insulate	non	domestic	buildings,	addressing	the	large	amounts	of	energy	lost	from	offices	and	
public	buildings.		

>	Deploy	heat	networks	to	transport	heat	from	the	source	of	renewable	heat	to	individual	buildings	
in	a	district	or	neighbourhood.		

>	Transform	the	planning	system	and	building	regulations,	so	that	all	new	buildings	built	by	private	
developers	are	built	to	the	Passivhaus	standard	(or	to	a	standard	that	delivers	energy	efficiency	at	an	
equivalent	or	better	level).	We	will	enable	selfbuild	development	that	meets	the	same	standards.		

>	Improve	building	regulations	so	that	all	renovations	to	roofs,	external	walls,	windows	and	doors	
improve	the	energy	performance	of	that	part	of	the	building	to	the	equivalent	of	(or	better	than)	an	
Energy	Performance	Certificate	A	rating.	We	will	reinstate	the	requirement	for	local	council	building	
control	inspectors	to	carry	out	inspections	themselves	of	new	build	properties	and	renovations	to	
ensure	this	work	is	carried	out	to	the	required	standards.		

>	Ensure	that	all	8	million	rented	homes	are	A	rated	for	energy	efficiency,	or	as	close	to	this	as	
possible,	by	implementing	a	Minimum	Energy	Efficiency	Standard	escalator	to	raise	the	minimum	
level	allowed	from	the	current	E	rating	to	A	rating	by	2030.		

>	Update	the	fire	safety	regulations	relating	to	the	use	of	all	types	of	insulation	in	buildings.		

>	Change	the	planning	system	to	incentivise	renovation,	extension	and	improvement	of	existing	
buildings,	rather	than	relying	on	new	build,	to	reduce	the	use	of	steel,	concrete,	cladding	and	
finishes,	which	produce	massive	amounts	of	carbon	in	their	manufacture.	Similarly	we	will	incentivise	
the	use	of	sustainable	materials.		

The	Green	New	Deal	for	transport	
Our	transport	system	is	built	on	fossil	fuels.	As	well	as	destabilising	our	climate,	this	reliance	traps	us	
into	stressful,	unhealthy	and	expensive	forms	of	travel.	Car	dependency	contributes	to	congestion,	
road	danger	and	air	pollution	whilst	reducing	physical	activity.	
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The	Green	New	Deal	will	revolutionise	our	transport	system	by	ending	dependence	on	carbon,	and	
investing	instead	in	alternatives	that	work	for	better	for	the	climate	and	for	people.	This	means	more	
reliable	and	affordable	trains,	electric	buses	and	trams,	and	better	options	for	cycling	and	walking.	

From	new	trains	and	targeted	fare	reductions,	to	rapidly	expanding	bike	hire	schemes,	we	think	it’s	
time	to	transform	the	way	the	UK	moves.	

Our	Green	New	Deal	for	transport	will	invest	in	public	transport,	walking	and	cycling	so	wherever	
people	live	they	are	not	forced	to	use	a	car,	by:	

>	Spending	£2.5	billion	a	year	on	new	cycleways	and	footpaths,	built	using	sustainable	materials,	
such	as	woodchips	and	sawdust.	

>	Making	travelling	by	public	transport	cheaper	than	travelling	by	car,	by	reducing	the	cost	of	
travelling	by	train	and	bus.	Coach	travel	will	also	be	encouraged,	with	new	routes	for	electric	coaches	
provided	across	the	country.	

>	Creating	a	new	golden	age	of	train	by	opening	new	rail	connections	that	remove	bottlenecks,	
increase	rail	freight	capacity,	improve	journey	times	and	frequencies,	enhance	capacity	in	the	South	
West,	Midlands	and	North,	and	connect	currently	unconnected	urban	areas.	We	would	also	look,	
where	possible,	to	re-open	closed	stations.	These	rail	improvements	will	benefit	from	funding	
switched	from	the	damaging	HS2	scheme,	which	we	will	cancel	(see	‘Ending	wasteful	spending’	
section	below	for	more	details).	

>	Electrifying	all	railway	lines	that	connect	cities,	improving	punctuality.	

>	Creating	a	government-owned	rolling	stock	company	which	would	invest	in	a	fleet	of	new	electric	
trains	to	run	on	newly	electrified	lines.	

>	Giving	responsibility	for	running	short-distance	passenger	rail	franchises	to	councils,	or	groups	of	
councils	that	come	together	to	work	on	local	transport.	This	will	give	local	communities	a	greater	say	
in	the	running	of	the	rail	services	they	rely	on.	We	will	bring	all	railways	back	into	public	ownership	
over	ten	years.	

>	Ensuring	good	railway	connections	with	all	ports	to	enable	more	freight	between	ports	and	inland	
terminals	to	be	carried	on	rail.	We	will	invest	in	additional	freight	routes	resulting	in	the	majority	of	
long-distance	freight	switching	from	road	to	rail.	

>	Giving	all	local	authorities	control	over	bus	services	(as	London	currently	has)	and	supporting	local	
authorities	to	restore	lost	bus	routes	and	open	new	ones.	Local	authorities	serving	urban	areas	will	
be	encouraged	to	explore	tramways	as	an	additional	public	transport	option.	

>	Providing	more	bus	priority	measures	on	the	roads	to	improve	punctuality.	

>	Funding	local	authorities	to	improve	the	appearance	and	facilities	of	bus	stops,	bus	stations	and	
train	stations,	to	make	them	more	user	friendly	and	convenient	for	both	passengers	and	transport	
staff.	This	includes	the	provision	of	more	public	toilets,	and	ensuring	full	accessibility	for	disabled	
people.	

>	Apply	a	Carbon	Tax	on	all	fossil	fuels,	as	outlined	above	in	the	‘Green	New	Deal	for	energy’	section,	
which	will	increase	the	cost	of	petrol,	diesel	and	shipping	fuel,	as	well	as	on	aviation	fuel	for	domestic	
flights.	Domestic	flights	will	also	lose	their	VAT	exemption	and	there	will	be	an	additional	surcharge	
on	domestic	aviation	fuel	to	account	for	the	increased	warming	effect	of	emissions	release	at	
altitude.	We	will	lobby	against	the	international	rules	that	prevent	action	being	taken	to	tax	
international	aviation	fuel.		
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>	Ban	advertising	for	flights,	and	introduce	a	Frequent	Flyer	Levy	to	reduce	the	impact	of	the	15%	of	
people	who	take	70%	of	flights.	This	Frequent	Flyer	Levy	only	applies	to	people	who	take	more	than	
one	(return)	flight	a	year,	discouraging	excessive	flying.		

>	Stop	the	building	of	new	runways	and	all	increased	road	capacity,	saving	thousands	of	acres	of	
countryside	every	year	and	protecting	people	from	the	harm	of	increased	air	pollution	and	traffic	
danger.		

>	End	the	sale	of	new	petrol	and	diesel	fuelled	vehicles	by	2030.	Over	the	next	ten	years	we	will	ease	
this	transition	by	incentivising	the	replacement	of	diesel	and	petrol	vans,	lorries	and	coaches	with	
electric	vehicles.	Our	priority	is	reducing	overall	mileage	and	the	number	of	vehicles	on	our	roads	–	
these	further	measures	will	ensure	that	the	vehicles	still	on	our	roads	in	2030	create	the	minimum	of	
pollution.	Even	electric	vehicles	pollute,	so	they	represent	an	improvement	on	the	current	situation,	
not	a	solution	in	themselves.		

>	Create	a	network	of	electric	vehicle	charging	points	across	the	country,	by	requiring	their	
construction	through	the	planning	system	and	encouraging	the	private	sector	to	deliver	them.	We	
will	ensure	that	these	charging	points	are	located	in	public	places,	and	do	not	take	up	pavement	and	
cycling	space.	We	will	require	all	existing	petrol	stations	and	motorway	service	stations	to	offer	
electric	vehicle	charging	points	by	2025.		

>	Civilise	our	streets	by	making	Low	Traffic	Neighbourhoods	(in	which	rat-running	is	blocked)	the	
norm	for	residential	areas	and	making	20	miles	per	hour	the	default	speed	limit.	These	changes	
would	reduce	traffic,	carbon	emissions	and	danger	to	people	walking	and	cycling.	They	would	restore	
our	streets	to	all	people.	They	would	also	form	part	of	a	wider	commitment	to	the	core	principle	of	
the	Vision	Zero	campaign	–	that	there	should	be	no	fatalities	or	serious	injuries	as	a	result	of	road	
traffic	collisions.		

>	Make	40	miles	per	hour	the	default	speed	limit	in	non-residential	areas	except	on	major	roads	

>	Ensure	through	the	planning	system	that	all	new	housing	is	served	by	high	quality	walking	and	
cycling	routes	and	much	improved	bus,	tram	and	local	rail	services.	New	residents	must	not	be	
forced	into	car	use.		

>	Incentivise	changes	to	travelling	behaviour	by	promoting	more	stay	at	home	working	(with	working	
hours’	heating,	electricity	and	Wi-Fi	costs	reimbursed	by	employers	for	low	income	workers	working	
from	home),	more	business	teleconferencing,	more	local	work	station	hubs	and	more	car	club	
schemes.	We	will	also	encourage	more	domestic	holiday	travel,	through	removing	VAT	from	UK	hotel	
and	holiday	home	stays	and	attractions.	

The	Green	New	Deal	for	industry	
Green	New	Deal	investment	will	rebalance	industry,	away	from	the	carbon	past	and	towards	the	
renewable	future.	

New	technologies,	along	with	huge	expansions	in	renewable	energy,	will	create	millions	of	new,	good	
quality,	well-paid,	secure	jobs	in	every	corner	of	the	country	–	with	training	for	these	new	jobs	
funded	by	the	Green	New	Deal.	This	unprecedented	investment	in	training	and	skills	will	prioritise	
communities	hit	hard	by	economic	changes	over	recent	decades.	

A	circular	economy	will	underpin	this	green	industrial	revolution,	designing	out	waste	and	pollution,	
keeping	products	and	materials	in	use,	and	regenerating	natural	systems.	Recycling	and	repairing	will	
be	made	easier	for	all,	reducing	the	need	to	buy	new,	expensive	products	on	a	regular	basis.	

Our	Green	New	Deal	for	industry	will:	
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>	Bring	back	the	UK	as	an	internationally	recognised	manufacturing	powerhouse	with	proactive,	
wide-scale	support	for	the	UK-based	manufacturing	of	renewable	energy	infrastructure.	

>	Set	new	clean	technology	standards	and	invest	in	research	and	development	to	help	industry	to	
meet	them	and	create	new	job	opportunities	through	doing	so.	We	will	provide	companies	with	
grants	to	allow	replacement	of	old	high-emitting	carbon	equipment	with	newly	developed	low	
carbon	equipment.	These	incentives	to	replace	equipment	will	avoid	the	long-term	lock-in	of	high	
carbon	technologies.		

>	Help	create	a	network	of	regional	mutual	banks	to	provide	funding	for	start-up	companies	
(particularly	co-operatives,	community	interest	companies	and	other	non-profit	businesses)	
developing	technologies	which	contribute	to	decarbonising	our	economy.		

>	Apply	a	Carbon	Tax	as	outlined	above	in	the	‘Green	New	Deal	for	energy’	section.	This	will	raise	the	
price	of	processes	that	use	fossil	fuels	and	thus	of	the	products	they	produce.	This	will	incentivise	
industry	to	switch	to	low	and	zero	carbon	technology	and	equipment	as	well	as	encouraging	
consumers	to	choose	low	carbon	products.	Non-fossil-fuel	greenhouse	gas	emissions	from	industrial	
installations	will	also	be	subject	to	the	Carbon	Tax.		

>	Prepare	for	the	rapid	decommissioning	of	North	Sea	oil	rigs	and	the	phasing	out	of	the	UK’s	
remaining	coal	plants	and	coal	mines,	ensuing	a	just	transition	for	workers	affected.		

>	Invest	£2	billion	a	year	in	training	and	skills	(including	new	apprenticeships),	to	help	people	access	
the	new,	decent	jobs	created	through	the	transition	to	a	low	carbon	economy.		

>	Give	local	authorities	the	power	to	direct	the	newly	created	training	and	skills	programmes.	
National	government	will	provide	the	funding	and	democratically	elected	local	authorities	will	be	
given	the	power	to	decide	how	it	should	be	spent,	to	help	residents’	access	new	jobs.		

>	Encourage	the	renovation	of	nondomestic	buildings,	through	making	planning	consent	harder	to	
achieve	for	new	commercial	property.		

>	Reduce	the	emission	of	polluting	fluorinated	gases	(used	in	fridges,	air	conditioners	and	aerosols)	in	
all	manufactured	goods	by	implementing	the	Committee	on	Climate	Change	recommendations	in	
this	area.		

>	Boost	the	repair	and	recondition	sector	with	new	apprenticeship	schemes.		

>	Develop	the	infrastructure	necessary	to	enable	large	corporations	and	individuals	to	recycle	close	
to	100%	of	the	items	they	use.	

>	Require	manufacturers	to	offer	ten	year	warranties	on	white	goods,	to	encourage	repair	and	reuse.	
We	will	create	a	comprehensive	‘right	to	repair’,	to	require	manufacturers	to	keep	goods	operational	
years	after	purchase	and	to	ban	the	practice	of	producing	goods	with	the	intention	that	they	will	
become	obsolete	in	a	few	years’	time.		

>	Require	manufacturers	to	only	produce	the	most	energy	efficient	white	goods,	TVs,	lighting	and	
electric	cookers.		

>	Require	manufacturers	to	only	produce	the	most	energy	efficient,	low	emissions	vehicles.		

>	Encourage	a	shift	from	models	of	ownership	to	usership,	such	as	with	car-sharing	platforms	and	
neighbourhood	libraries	for	tools	and	equipment.		

>	Ban	the	production	of	single-use	plastics	for	use	in	packaging	and	invest	in	research	and	
development	into	alternatives	to	plastic.	We	will	also	extend	the	successful	tax	on	plastic	bags	to	
cover	plastic	bottles,	single-use	plastics	and	microplastics,	and	extend	plastic	bottle	deposit	schemes.		
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>	Develop	and	implement	a	reformed	waste	strategy	where	manufacturers	and	retailers	are	required	
to	pay	the	full	cost	of	recycling	and	disposing	of	the	packaging	they	produce.		

>	Start	deployment	of	a	Carbon	Capture	and	Storage	(CCS)	system	that	can	deal	with	CO2	emissions	
from	manufacture	of	iron,	steel	and	cement.	

The	Green	New	Deal	for	food,	farming	&	forestry	
The	Green	New	Deal	will	transform	our	relationship	with	the	land.	It	will	increase	space	for	nature	
through	the	restoration	of	natural	landscapes,	habitats	and	species	in	urban,	suburban	and	
countryside	environments.	We	want	to	increase	the	opportunities	for	food	growing,	for	greening	our	
landscape	and	improving	our	health.	Through	reforestation,	rewilding	and	regenerative	farming,	we	
will	reduce	carbon	emissions	and	realise	the	land’s	ability	to	absorb	carbon.	

The	way	we	produce	our	food	needs	to	support	employment,	the	ecosystem	and	improve	public	
health.	A	ten-year	transition	to	agroecological	farming	will	include	the	transfer	of	subsidies	to	
farming	methods	and	food	systems	that	create	jobs	and	restore	ecosystem	health,	including	the	
quality	of	our	soils	and	rivers.	It	will	also	advance	food	sovereignty,	including	by	localising	food	
systems	and	putting	control	over	the	resources	to	produce,	distribute	and	access	food	in	the	hands	
of	communities	and	workers	across	the	food	system.	

We	will	also	lay	down	a	new	natural	inheritance	to	be	passed	down	to	future	generations,	through	
the	creation	of	community	owned	and	run	forests.	Our	Green	New	Deal	for	food,	farming	&	forestry	
will:	

>	Work	with	farmers	to	refocus	farm	subsidies	to	help	farmers	transition	to	more	sustainable,	diverse	
and	environmentally	friendly	forms	of	land	use,	including	organic	farming,	agroforestry	and	mixed	
farming,	and	away	from	intensive	livestock	farming.	

>	Provide	farmers	with	grants	to	allow	replacement	of	old	high-emitting	carbon	farming	machinery	
with	low	carbon	machinery	(including	vehicles	powered	by	biofuels	rather	than	fossil	fuels).	Grants	
will	also	be	available	to	enable	further	improvements	to	farm	buildings	and	infrastructure,	to	help	
farmers	in	the	transition	to	agroecological	farming.	

>	Encourage	the	expansion	and	replanting	of	majority	of	hedgerows	lost	in	the	last	50	years	through	
new	subsidies,	creating	new	environments	for	wildlife.	

>	Legislate	to	give	farmers	greater	security	of	tenure,	so	that	they	can	invest	in	sustainable	
improvements	to	their	land,	whilst	ending	the	use	of	land	as	a	tax	shelter	and	encouraging	new	
entrants	into	farming.	

>	Create	thousands	of	new	jobs	in	rural	areas,	through	the	shift	away	from	intensive	farming	towards	
smaller-scale,	more	people-focussed	food	production	and	land	management	that	respects	nature.	
We	will	invest	in	training	and	skills	to	help	people	develop	and	apply	the	skills	needed	in	these	new	
jobs.	

>	Better	connect	rural	communities	through	reliable	broadband	and	mobile	internet,	delivered	
through	councils	who	understand	local	connection	needs.	

>	Establish	a	Land	Commission	to	investigate	the	effects	concentrated	land	ownership	is	having	on	
food	and	farming	systems,	housing,	local	economies,	cultures	and	livelihoods.	This	Commission	will	
be	introduced	alongside	a	new	Land	Value	Tax	(see	‘Reforming	property	taxes’	section	below),	which	
will	help	ensure	that	all	land	is	taxed	fairly.	

>	Reduce	pesticide	and	fungicide	use	by	at	least	50%	by	overall	weight	by	2022,	phase	out	all	non-
agricultural	uses	of	pesticides,	and	immediately	ban	the	most	harmful	substances.	We	will	secure	
protection	of	rural	residents	and	communities	from	exposure	to	pesticides	sprayed	on	nearby	crop	
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fields	and	prohibit	the	use	of	pesticides	in	the	locality	of	homes,	schools	and	children’s	playgrounds.	
We	will	strengthen	the	role	of	independent	scientific	advice	and	the	application	of	the	precautionary	
principle	in	the	pesticide	regulation	and	monitoring	process	–	only	pesticides	that	pass	strict	tests,	
and	demonstrably	don’t	harm	bees,	butterflies	and	other	wildlife,	will	be	approved	for	use	in	the	UK.	
We	will	also	reduce	the	amount	of	nitrogen	fertiliser	used	on	UK	farms.	

>	Plant	700	million	new	trees	and	aim	for	50%	of	all	farms	to	be	engaged	in	agroforestry	by	2030.	We	
will	encourage	the	planting	of	more	trees	in	more	towns	and	cities,	including	apple,	nut	and	other	
crop	trees	than	can	produce	food.	The	new	woodland,	when	fully	grown,	will	store	carbon,	provide	
home-grown	timber	and	create	new	wildlife-rich	environments.	We	will	support	farmers	to	diversify	
their	incomes	through	new	forest	management.	

>	Encourage,	through	changes	to	the	planning	system,	the	‘rewilding’	of	spaces	to	provide	new	
habitats	for	wildlife.	An	ecological	crisis	is	happening	–	we	must	tackle	it	by	restoring,	expanding	and	
joining	up	the	wild	spaces	nature	needs	to	thrive.	

>	Maintain	a	moratorium	on	production	and	import	of	genetically	modified	(GM)	foods,	including	
food	from	animals	fed	on	GM	feed.	

>	Establish	a	Food	and	Agriculture	Research	Council	to	research	sustainable	and	health-promoting	
methods	of	food	production	and	distribution.	We	will	also	support	research	into	the	reduction	of	
methane	emissions	from	livestock	and	the	conservation	and	development	of	high	quality	soils,	as	the	
foundation	of	all	that	we	grow.	

>	Encourage	urban	food	growing,	including	new	community	farms	and	allotments,	through	the	
planning	system,	as	well	as	matching	those	with	gardens	and	who	want	to	grow	food	with	those	with	
the	skills	to	undertake	the	work	for	communal	benefit.	Similarly	we	will	encourage	the	creation	of	
new	green	spaces	wherever	they	can	take	root	–	from	pocket	parks	on	vacant	land,	to	living	green	
roofs	and	walls.	We	will	also	encourage	urban	gardeners	to	plan	for	wildlife	–	opting	for	grass	and	
shrubs	over	paving	in	a	garden	can	create	vital	new	habitats	for	wildlife.	

>	Incentivise	changes	in	food	consumption,	by	promoting	the	benefits	of	healthy	diets,	based	on	
locally	and	sustainably	produced	food,	and	‘less	but	better’	meat	and	dairy	consumption,	including	
clear	labelling	to	indicate	carbon	emissions,	high	animal	welfare	and	intensive	production	methods.	

>	Support	the	transition	to	plantbased	diets	by	phasing	in	a	tax	on	meat	and	dairy	products	over	the	
next	ten	years,	to	reduce	the	5%	of	the	UK’s	carbon	emissions	that	come	from	the	methane	
produced	by	livestock.	The	revenues	from	this	part	of	the	Carbon	Tax	will	be	recycled	back	into	
farming,	and	will	be	spent	on	measures	to	help	farmers	transition	to	more	sustainable	farming	
methods.	

>	Promote	initiatives	to	reduce	food	waste,	including	education	programmes	and	changing	the	rules	
to	allow	food	waste	to	be	used	for	animal	feed	for	pigs	and	chickens.	

>	Legislate	for	a	right	to	food,	giving	everyone	access	to	healthy,	nutritious,	locally	grown	food,	
including	the	creation	of	new	providers	to	supply	this	food	at	an	affordable	price	to	schools.	We	will	
also	promote	children’s	access	to	healthy	food	and	tackle	childhood	obesity,	including	by	updating	
the	School	Food	Standards	to	reflect	the	latest	nutritional	guidance	and	apply	to	all	schools,	and	
renaming	‘Free	School	Meals’	the	‘School	Meals	Allowance’	to	tackle	stigma.	

>	Deploy	environmentally	friendly	flood	management	measures	to	protect	communities	from	
flooding.	These	measures,	which	include	tree	planning	and	soil	restoration	in	upland	catchment	
areas	to	tackle	excess	water	at	source,	are	cheaper	and	more	effective	than	the	traditional	approach	
of	simply	covering	river	banks	in	concrete.	We	will	change	the	planning	system	to	prevent	building	on	
floodplains,	to	further	reduce	the	flooding	risk	communities	face.		
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>	Launch	a	public	information	campaign	to	educate	the	public	about	the	biodiversity	loss	and	other	
Climate	Emergency	threats	we	face,	and	encourage	the	behaviour	change	needed	in	response.		

Transforming	the	European	Union	(p29)	
>	Support	the	introduction	of	an	EU-wide	carbon	tariff	on	countries	that	are	not	reducing	their	
carbon	emissions,	to	further	encourage	global	action	on	the	Climate	Emergency.	

Shaking	up	central	government	(p38)	
The	Green	Party’s	plan	to	ensure	central	government	serves	a	modern	UK	will:		

>	Create	a	new	government	department	to	oversee	the	implementation	of	the	Green	New	Deal,	led	
by	a	Carbon	Chancellor,	based	at	number	11	Downing	Street	to	put	the	just	transition	to	a	net	zero	
economy	right	at	the	heart	of	government.	The	Carbon	Chancellor	will	set	a	yearly	Carbon	Budget,	
which	will	drive	the	decarbonisation	of	the	economy.	We	will	create	a	fossil	fuel	free	politics,	with	
vested	interests	who	depend	on	continued	fossil	fuel	use	banished	from	positions	of	influence.		

>	Move	away	from	consumption	and	Gross	Domestic	Product	as	key	measures	of	economic	success	
and	towards	indicators	that	measure	human	and	ecological	wellbeing,	such	as	work/life	balance	and	
quality	of	life.		

>	Introduce	a	Future	Generations	Act	for	England,	modelled	on	the	current	Act	for	Wales,	building	
the	needs	of	future	generations	into	every	government	decision.	We	will	also	appoint	a	Minister	for	
Future	Generations	to	represent	young	people	at	the	heart	of	government.	

Empowering	local	government	(p40)	
The	Green	Party’s	plan	to	empower	local	government	will:	

>	Give	councils	access	to	an	additional	£3	billion	a	year	Climate	Adaption	Fund.	Bids	from	councils	
facing	the	greatest	threat	from	climate	chaos,	and	councils	with	the	high	levels	of	poverty,	will	be	
prioritised	as	money	is	distributed	from	the	Fund.		

>	Give	all	councils	power	over	bus	services	in	their	area,	and	over	franchises	for	local	train	services.		

>	Fund	councils	to	deliver	new	training	and	skills	for	residents,	to	equip	them	for	jobs	created	by	the	
Green	New	Deal.		

>	Give	councils	the	power	to	set	their	own	housing	targets,	and	to	strike	the	right	balance	between	
local	housing	need	and	the	need	to	preserve	the	local	environment.	

	

>	Support	councils	to	promote	waste	prevention	innovations	and	to	increase	recycling.		

>	Give	councils	new	powers	and	resources	to	deliver	environmental	improvements	and	increase	
biodiversity,	as	well	as	tackling	flooding	and	coastal	erosion	locally.		

>	Require	councils	(and	other	public	bodies)	to	divest	their	pension	funds	away	from	fossil-fuel-
related	investments.	We	will	encourage	all	private	pension	funds	to	do	the	same.	

Global	justice	and	international	aid	(p45)	
The	Green	Party’s	plan	for	global	justice	will:	

>	Make	the	Climate	Emergency	and	tackling	poverty	priorities	for	our	international	aid	budget.	We	
will	phase	out	payments	to	richer	nations	and	increase	support	for	the	poorest,	to	help	countries	
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deal	with	the	causes	and	impacts	of	the	Climate	Emergency.	Support	will	be	given	on	the	basis	of	
need,	not	UK	defence	and	trade	considerations.	

>	Making	finance	and	technology	available	to	support	developing	nations	to	develop	local	Green	
New	Deals	and	transform	their	economies,	equipping	them	to	tackle	the	causes	and	impacts	of	the	
Climate	Emergency.	

>	Support	the	introduction	of	an	EU-wide	carbon	tariff	on	countries	which	are	not	reducing	their	
carbon	emissions	in	line	with	the	Paris	Agreement	of	2015,	to	further	encourage	global	action	on	the	
Climate	Emergency.	

>	Guarantee	the	rights	of	indigenous	and	native	people	by	securing	their	autonomy,	land	rights	and	
human	rights,	providing	aid	to	protect	cultures	and	support	sustainable	initiatives	and	ensuring	that	
development	schemes	where	the	UK	government	has	influence	only	take	place	with	the	permission,	
and	under	the	active	control	of,	indigenous	people.	

>	Champion	a	treaty	which	establishes	the	Arctic,	Antarctic	and	Amazon	as	World	Nature	Reserves.	In	
these	new	reserves,	commercial	exploitation	of	natural	resources	would	be	banned	and	the	rights	of	
indigenous	populations	protected.	

>	Create	a	new	international	‘ecocide’	law	to	prosecute	crime	against	the	natural	environment.		

>	Commit	that	any	future	trade	deals	will	maintain	and	enhance	environmental	and	food	standards	
and	workers’	rights,	minimise	the	environmental	footprint	of	trade,	make	trade	terms	explicitly	
subject	to	environmental	and	human	rights	commitments,	and	not	undermine	the	implementation	of	
existing	or	new	national	and	international	commitments	(including	over	protections	for	vital	global	
ecosystems	and	habitats	such	as	the	Amazon,	and	for	indigenous	people).	

Restoring	our	nature	and	countryside	(p57)	
Our	countryside	is	a	precious	resource	–	a	home	for	people	and	wildlife,	a	source	of	employment,	a	
place	of	enjoyment	for	those	who	visit	its	wealth	of	landscapes.	It	is	vital	for	our	common	health,	
prosperity	and	wellbeing.	

Yet	this	national	treasury	is	under	threat.	The	amount	of	farmland,	woodland	and	forest	destroyed	
by	development	has	grown	by	nearly	60%	in	recent	years,	whilst	over	10,000	miles	of	footpaths	have	
been	blocked,	built	over	or	allowed	to	fall	out	of	use.	Nature	is	under	attack	from	industrial	farming,	
over	fishing,	hunting	and	shooting	–	with	devastating	impacts	for	wildlife	species	and	their	habitats,	
from	farmland	to	the	hills	to	the	coast.	

It’s	time	for	an	approach	that	recovers,	rebuilds,	restores,	regenerates	and	reinstates	nature	and	the	
health	of	our	countryside.	

We	have	a	plan	to	transform	and	reconnect	with	the	countryside,	which	will:	

>	Create	a	new	‘ecocide’	law	to	prevent	crimes	against	the	natural	environment.	

>	Amend	the	National	Planning	Policy	Framework	so	it	no	longer	imposes	centrally	set	development	
targets	on	local	councils.	We	will	allow	councils	to	develop	their	own	planning	policies,	based	on	
genuine	local	housing	need	and	their	requirement	to	contribute	to	the	creation	of	at	least	100,000	
new	council	homes	a	year	nationally.	Councils	will	be	required	to	deliver	these	new	homes	in	a	way	
that	preserves	local	ecology	and	creates6	new	green	spaces.		

>	Strengthen	Green	Belt,	Areas	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty	and	Sites	of	Special	Scientific	Interest	
protections,	with	development	in	these	areas	only	being	permitted	in	exceptional	circumstances.		
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>	Ban	mineral	extraction,	road	building	and	military	training	from	all	National	Parks.	We	will	give	
local	communities	a	say	in	National	Park	governance,	though	creating	new	democratically	elected	
positions	on	National	Park	boards.		

>	Open	up	car-free	access	to	the	National	Parks	with	new	cycling,	walking	and	bus	links.		

>	Encourage	applications	from	communities	for	new	Green	Belt,	Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty	
and	National	Park	designations.		

>	Create	a	new	Environmental	Protection	Commission	(EPC).	This	will	be	one	integrated	body	to	
enforce	environmental	protections,	from	clean	air	to	litter-free	roads.	The	EPC	will	enforce	the	
ecocide	law,	a	new	Clean	Air	Act,	which	will	set	new	air	quality	standards	for	the	UK,	and	a	new	
Sustainable	Economy	Act,	including	targets	for	new	soil	quality	and	biodiversity	standards.		

>	Develop	a	soil	health	monitoring	programme	for	England,	to	match	those	in	Scotland	and	Wales,	to	
assess	and	understand	changes	in	the	health	of	soil	over	time.		

>	Increase	funding	for	the	Environment	Agency	and	Natural	England,	to	support	the	vital	work	they	
do	to	protect	our	environment.		

>	Immediately	ban	the	most	harmful	pesticides	(including	glyphosate)	and	introduce	new	rigorous	
tests	for	pesticides.	Only	pesticides	that	pass	this	test,	and	demonstrably	don’t	harm	bees,	butterflies	
and	other	wildlife,	will	be	approved	for	use	in	UK.		

>	Invest	in	peatland	restoration	and	end	both	the	burning	of	peatlands	and	use	of	peat	in	compost	in	
horticulture.	We	will	advocate	an	emergency	international	agreement	to	conserve	and	enhance	
carbon	sinks	and	reservoirs	including	forests,	peat	fields	and	coastal	and	estuarine	areas.	Protect	our	
precious	water	supplies	by	enforcing	stricter	penalties	for	polluters	and	for	water	companies	found	
to	be	extracting	too	much	water.	We	will	require	water	companies	to	invest	in	water	conservation	
and	in	capturing	water	surpluses,	to	enable	transportation	across	the	country.	

>	Restore	access	to	the	countryside	by	re-opening	lost	public	rights	of	way	and	creating	new	ones.	
We	will	grant	to	people	in	England	and	Wales	the	same	right	to	roam	over	all	landscapes	as	people	in	
Scotland	currently	enjoy.	We	will	protect	and	enhance	access	to	inland	waterways.	

>	Invest	in	ecotourism	and	associated	schemes	such	as	rewilding,	habitat	recovery	and	species	
reintroduction,	creating	new	job	opportunities.	

>	Introduce	new	support	for	smallscale	family	farms	and	for	new	entrants	to	farming.	This	support,	
including	increased	security	of	tenure	for	farmers,	will	help	develop	sustainable	farming	methods.	
Farmers	will	be	supported	to	adopt	diverse	uses	for	agricultural	land	and	buildings,	such	as	fitting	
solar	panels	on	farm	buildings	and	planting	orchards	and	other	woodland.	The	incorporation	of	trees	
into	farming	will	provide	new	crops	such	as	fruits	and	nuts,	as	well	as	timber,	linking	forestry	and	
farming	industries.	A	more	densely	wooded	and	hedged	farming	landscape	will	provide	new	habitats	
for	wildlife,	and	sanctuaries	for	threatened	species.	

>	As	a	member	of	the	EU	we	will	press	for	a	review	of	the	Common	Agricultural	Policy,	so	that	it	is	
focussed	on	supporting	UK	and	other	EU	farmers	as	they	make	the	transition	to	sustainable	farming.	

>	Commit	to	making	at	least	30%	of	UK	domestic	waters	into	fully	protected	marine	protected	areas	
by	2030.	We	will	also	work	with	British	Overseas	Territories	(BOTs)	to	increase	the	‘blue	belt’	
protecting	BOTs’	waters	from	commercial	extraction,	from	the	current	32%	of	coverage	to	50%.	

>	Reintroduce	nature	into	our	urban	environments,	by	investing	in	schemes	such	as	street	planting	of	
native	trees,	compulsory	hedgehog	holes	in	all	new	fencing	and	bee	corridors.	

>	Recognise	access	to	diverse	nature	as	a	human	right	and	uphold	it	across	society.	
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>	Create	a	Nature	GCSE	to	encourage	children	to	value	nature,	and	to	grow	a	whole	new	generation	
of	naturalists.	We	will	also	introduce	an	English	Climate	Emergency	Education	Act	to	support	schools	
to	teach	young	people	about	the	urgency,	severity	and	scientific	basis	of	the	climate	and	
environmental	crises,	and	to	ensure	youth	voices	are	heard	on	climate	issues.		

Transforming	our	relationship	with	animals	(p68)	
We	share	this	planet	with,	and	are	dependent	on,	a	wealth	of	other	animal	species.	Yet	wildlife	
destruction,	factory	farming,	live	export,	companion	and	domestic	animal	abuse,	and	the	use	of	
animals	for	experiments,	sport	and	entertainment	are	all	contributing	to	the	systematic	
mistreatment	of	animals.		

We	think	it’s	time	for	a	better	future,	where	animals	are	actively	protected	from	cruelty	and	our	own	
quality	of	life	is	improved	too.		

The	Green	plan	to	transform	understanding	of	the	relationship	between	humans	and	animals	will:		

>	Guarantee	the	principle	of	animal	sentience.	This	will	mean	that	that	regard	for	the	welfare	needs	
of	animals	as	sentient	beings	is	uppermost	in	formulating	and	implementing	relevant	government	
policy.		

>	Ban	all	hunting.	This	includes	trail	hunting,	where	dogs	are	used	to	track	foxes	who	are	then	shot,	
and	the	commercial	shooting	of	deer	and	game	birds.	Government	subsidies,	used	to	maintain	
artificial	landscapes	designed	only	for	hunting	(such	as	grouse	moors)	will	be	ended	and	the	land	
rewilded	where	possible.	Where	necessary	for	ecological	reasons,	humane	culling	will	be	licensed	by	
Natural	England	and	carried	out	by	trained	professionals.	We	will	also	ban	the	use	of	lead	
ammunition	and	outlaw	all	forms	of	snaring.		

>	End	the	badger	cull,	which	has	no	evidence	basis	and	has	failed	to	effectively	reduce	Bovine	TB.	We	
will	fund	research	into	a	sensitive	test	to	enable	cattle	vaccination,	as	an	essential,	as	well	as	
humane,	part	of	a	meaningful	strategy	to	control	the	spread	of	the	disease.	We	will	also	invest	in	
better	farm	bio-security	and	badger	vaccination.		

>	Stop	the	use	of	primates,	cats	and	dogs	in	research	and	the	importation	of	monkeys	for	use	in	labs,	
and	work	towards	an	outright	ban	on	all	animal	testing.	We	will	also	end	the	use	of	live	animals	in	
military	training.		

>	Enforce	tougher	regulations	on	animal	transportation,	including	a	maximum	limit	of	eight	hours	
travel	for	animals	in	transit	and	an	end	to	all	live	exports	from	our	shores.	We	will	work	to	minimise	
all	stress	causing	practices	during	production	of	animal-based	food	products	Advocate	for	European	
legalisation	to	end	factory	farming,	prohibit	the	routine	use	of	antibiotics	for	farm	animals,	and	ban	
the	killing	of	animals	for	sport	across	the	EU.		

>	Call	on	all	nations	to	declare	the	waters	under	their	control	as	havens	from	whaling,	to	provide	
sanctuary	throughout	those	waters	for	cetaceans	(whales	and	dolphins),	and	to	co-operate	in	
achieving	global	sanctuary	for	cetaceans	in	the	longer	term.		

>	Implement	a	complete	ban	on	cages	and	close	confinement	and	deliberate	mutilation	of	farm	
animals.		

>	Help	shoppers	choose	cruelty	free	food,	with	mandatory	method	of	production	labelling	for	meat,	
milk	and	dairy	products.		

>	Protect	animals	that	give	companionship	or	support.	We	will	enhance	regulation	and	controls	on	
breeding,	sale	and	import,	with	compulsory	licensing	applying	to	everyone	working	with	animals.	
Those	convicted	of	cruelty	will	be	placed	on	an	animal	cruelty	register	and	prevented	from	working	
with	animals	again.		
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>	Encourage	the	use	of	companion	animals	in	therapy	and	other	treatments,	drawing	on	evidence	
showing	the	beneficial	impact	of	contact	with	animals	on	human	psychology.		

>	Create	a	new	Commission	on	Animal	Protection,	responsible	for	overseeing	all	rules	designed	to	
protect	animals	from	cruelty.	This	Commission	will	ensure	that	the	highest	standards	of	animal	
welfare	are	applied	to	companion	animals,	farm	animals	and	wildlife.	This	will	ensure	that	the	right	
of	all	sentient	beings	not	to	be	subject	to	undue	suffering	is	always	respected.	

Ending	wasteful	spending	(p79)	
Successive	governments	have	committed	large	sums	of	public	money	to	projects	that	contribute	
nothing	to	the	potential	for	a	safer,	fairer	future	for	all.	Beliefs	that	big	is	always	best,	that	growth	is	
good	for	growths	sake	and	that	communities	and	environments	can	be	sacrificed	have	left	a	dreadful	
legacy	of	public	harm	and	financial	waste.	It’s	time	to	pull	the	plug	on	what	hasn’t	worked	so	we	can	
invest	instead	in	the	Green	New	Deal	and	other	ways	to	sustainably	transform	the	state	of	the	
nation.		

As	we	transition	to	a	net	zero	economy	the	Green	Party	will	tackle	wasteful	spending,	starting	by:	

>	Scrapping	the	government’s	new	road	building	programme,	including	the	proposed	road	tunnel	at	
Stonehenge	that	threatens	to	desecrate	an	iconic	World	Heritage	Site.	The	funding	for	this	road	
building	programme,	the	£6.5	billion	in	revenue	received	from	Vehicle	Exercise	Duty	each	year,	will	
be	switched	to	supporting	sustainable	public	transport	and	new	cycleways	and	footpaths	as	part	of	
the	Green	New	Deal.	£1.5	billion	of	Vehicle	Exercise	Duty	revenue	will	be	retained	to	maintain	
existing	roads.		

>	Scrapping	plans	for	airport	expansion	across	the	country.		

>	Scrapping	the	doomed	HS2	rail	line.	The	funds	freed	up	will	be	spent	on	more	effective	sustainable	
public	transport	options,	as	part	of	the	Green	New	Deal.	This	will	enable	an	increase	in	rail	capacity	in	
regions	that	desperately	need	more	investment,	including	the	creation	of	three	electrified	rail	lines	
running	from	Liverpool	and	Manchester	to	Sheffield,	Hull	and	the	Tees	Valley.	These	three	newly	
electrified	lines	will	run	through	Bradford	and	Leeds,	creating	new	rail	hubs	in	the	heart	of	Yorkshire	
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Labour	Manifesto:		It’s	time	for	real	change	
Word	count:						Climate	(60)		Environment	(55)	

Foreward	
Some	people	say	this	is	the	Brexit	election.	But	it’s	also	the	climate	election,	the	investment	election,	
the	NHS	election,	the	living	standards	election,	the	education	election,	the	poverty	election,	the	fair	
taxes	election.	Above	all,	it’s	the	change	election	

We	will	kick-start	a	Green	Industrial	Revolution	to	tackle	the	climate	emergency	by	shifting	to	
renewable	energy,	investing	in	rail	and	electric	cars,	and	making	housing	energyefficient,	to	reduce	
fuel	poverty	and	excess	winter	deaths.	

A	GREEN	INDUSTRIAL	REVOLUTION	(p9)	

ECONOMY	AND	ENERGY		
This	election	is	about	the	crisis	of	living	standards	and	the	climate	and	environmental	emergency.	
Whether	we	are	ready	or	not,	we	stand	on	the	brink	of	unstoppable	change.	

We	must	confront	this	change	while	dealing	with	the	growing	inequality	and	insecurity	in	Britain.	
Labour	led	the	UK	Parliament	in	declaring	a	climate	and	environmental	emergency.	The	next	Labour	
government	will	lead	the	world	in	fighting	it,	with	a	plan	to	drive	up	living	standards	by	transforming	
our	economy	into	one	low	in	carbon,	rich	in	good	jobs,	radically	fairer	and	more	democratic.	

The	climate	crisis	ties	us	all	into	a	common	fate.	This	election	is	our	best	hope	to	protect	future	
generations	from	an	uninhabitable	planet.	The	Intergovernmental	Panel	on	Climate	Change	has	said	
we	need	to	cut	global	emissions	in	half	by	2030	to	have	a	chance	of	keeping	global	heating	within	
safe	limits	–	that	means	acting	now,	and	acting	decisively.	

The	Tories	wasted	a	decade	serving	the	interests	of	big	polluters.	Labour	will	use	the	crucial	next	
decade	to	act.	The	Tories	slashed	support	for	renewable	energy	while	pushing	through	dangerous	
fracking.	Now	Britain	is	decades	off	course	on	vital	emissions	targets.		

That’s	why	Labour	will	kick-start	a	Green	Industrial	Revolution	that	will	create	one	million	jobs	in	the	
UK	to	transform	our	industry,	energy,	transport,	agriculture	and	our	buildings,	while	restoring	nature.	
Our	Green	New	Deal	aims	to	achieve	the	substantial	majority	of	our	emissions	reductions	by	2030	in	
a	way	that	is	evidence-based,	just	and	that	delivers	an	economy	that	serves	the	interests	of	the	
many,	not	the	few.	

Just	as	the	original	Industrial	Revolution	brought	industry,	jobs	and	pride	to	our	towns,	Labour’s	
world-leading	Green	Industrial	Revolution	will	rebuild	them,	with	more	rewarding,	well-paid	jobs,	
lower	energy	bills	and	whole	new	industries	to	revive	parts	of	our	country	that	have	been	neglected	
for	too	long.	For	some,	industrial	transition	has	become	a	byword	for	devastation,	because	
successive	Conservative	governments	were	content	to	sit	back	and	leave	the	fate	of	whole	industries	
and	communities	at	the	mercy	of	market	forces.	A	Labour	government	will	never	let	that	happen.	

We	will	work	in	partnership	with	the	workforce	and	their	trade	unions	in	every	sector	of	our	
economy,	so	that	they	lead	the	transition	in	their	industries,	creating	new,	good-quality	jobs	and	
making	sure	that	their	extensive	skills	are	passed	on	to	the	next	generation	of	workers.	

We	will	show	the	world	how	prioritising	sustainability	will	not	only	deliver	immediate	improvements	
to	everyone’s	lives	but	also	offer	humanity	a	pathway	to	a	more	equitable	and	enlightened	economy:	
one	that	protects	our	environment,	reins	in	corporate	power,	revitalises	democracy,	unites	our	
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communities,	builds	international	solidarity	and	promises	a	better	quality	of	life	for	all.	The	scale	of	
the	challenge	requires	nothing	less.	

Tackling	the	destruction	of	our	planet	is	a	question	of	justice	–	for	the	communities	at	home	and	
abroad	who	are	most	affected	by	it	and	for	our	children	who	will	bear	the	consequences	if	we	don’t.	
Social	justice	will	define	Labour’s	approach.	We	will	make	sure	that	the	costs	of	the	green	transition	
fall	fairly	and	are	mostly	borne	by	the	wealthy	and	those	most	responsible	for	the	problem.	2019	saw	
the	blossoming	of	a	global	movement	calling	on	politicians	to	wake	up	and	act	on	the	climate	and	
environmental	emergency.	Labour	welcomed	that	movement	and,	as	a	government	in	waiting,	we	
have	turned	its	demands	into	detailed,	credible	plans	for	real	change.	

Investment	

Delivering	the	far-reaching	change	needed	to	tackle	the	climate	and	environmental	emergency	will	
require	a	full	mobilisation	of	national	resources,	both	public	and	private.		

Labour	will	create	a	Sustainable	Investment	Board	to	bring	together	the	Chancellor,	Business	
Secretary	and	Bank	of	England	Governor	to	oversee,	co-ordinate	and	bring	forward	this	investment	–	
involving	trade	unions	and	business.	We	will	ask	the	Office	for	Budget	Responsibility	to	incorporate	
climate	and	environmental	impacts	into	its	forecasts	so	that	the	cost	of	not	acting	will	be	factored	
into	every	fiscal	decision.	

The	cost	of	not	acting	is	far	greater	than	the	cost	of	acting.	We	will	launch	a	National	Transformation	
Fund	of	£400	billion	and	rewrite	the	Treasury’s	investment	rules	to	guarantee	that	every	penny	spent	
is	compatible	with	our	climate	and	environmental	targets	–	and	that	the	costs	of	not	acting	are	fully	
accounted	for	too.	Of	this,	£250	billion	will	directly	fund	the	transition	through	a	Green	
Transformation	Fund	dedicated	to	renewable	and	low-carbon	energy	and	transport,	biodiversity	and	
environmental	restoration.	

We	will	create	a	National	Investment	Bank,	backed	up	by	a	network	of	Regional	Development	Banks,	
to	provide	£250	billion	of	lending	for	enterprise,	infrastructure	and	innovation	over	10	years.	They	
will	be	mandated	to	lend	in	line	with	our	mission	to	decarbonise	our	economy	while	increasing	
productivity	and	creating	good	jobs	across	the	country.	

As	well	as	large-scale	national	and	regional	projects,	smaller	loans	will	be	available	through	our	new	
Post	Bank	based	in	Post	Office	branches,	enabling	thousands	of	bottom-up	transformational	changes	
by	start-ups,	small	businesses,	local	co-operatives	and	community	projects	in	towns	and	villages	up	
and	down	the	country.	We	will	make	sure	that	the	UK’s	financial	sector	is	helping	to	tackle	the	
emergency	rather	than	fuelling	it.	We	will	do	this	by	improving	the	fitness	of	our	financial	authorities	
to	mobilise	green	investment	and	by	giving	them	powers	to	manage	the	risk	to	financial	stability	
posed	by	short-sighted	investment	in	polluting	assets.	

Just	100	companies	globally	are	responsible	for	the	majority	of	carbon	emissions.	We	won’t	be	afraid	
to	tackle	this	wanton	corporate	destruction	by	taking	on	the	powerful	interests	that	are	causing	
climate	change.	We	will	change	the	criteria	a	company	must	meet	to	be	listed	on	the	London	Stock	
Exchange	so	that	any	company	that	fails	to	contribute	to	tackling	the	climate	and	environmental	
emergency	is	delisted.		

Levelling	Up	Across	the	Country		

Many	parts	of	Britain	would	need	this	investment	even	without	a	climate	and	environmental	
emergency.	Years	of	under-investment	and	neglect	by	Westminster	have	left	too	many	communities	
feeling	powerless	and	too	many	areas	left	behind	with	lowquality	jobs,	weak	productivity	and	slow	
growth.		
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The	climate	and	environmental	emergency	is	a	chance	to	unite	the	country	to	face	this	common	
challenge	by	mobilising	all	our	national	resources,	both	financial	and	human.	But	we	will	only	
succeed	by	ensuring	that	everyone	shares	in	the	benefits.	Labour	will	make	sure	that	investment	is	
spread	evenly	across	the	whole	country	and	will	give	powers	and	funding	to	every	region	and	nation	
of	the	UK.		

We	will	bring	about	a	radical	decentralisation	of	power	in	Britain	so	that	local	people	and	
communities	are	given	far	greater	control	over	their	own	lives	and	prospects.		

A	Local	Transformation	Fund	in	each	English	region	will	be	used	exclusively	to	fund	infrastructure	
projects	decided	at	a	local	level,	as	will	devolved	governments	in	Wales,	Scotland	and	Northern	
Ireland.	Our	Regional	Development	Banks	will	be	governed	by	boards	made	up	of	key	local	
stakeholders	such	as	local	chambers	of	commerce,	trade	unions	and	councillors	–	with	Scotland,	
Wales	and	Northern	Ireland	empowered	to	make	similar	arrangements.	They	will	set	priorities	for	
lending,	giving	every	region	and	nation	a	new	and	powerful	lever	to	rebuild	their	economy	on	their	
own	terms.		

We	will	shift	the	political	centre	of	gravity	by	placing	the	National	Transformation	Fund	Unit,	a	key	
part	of	the	Treasury,	in	the	North	of	England	and	build	up	the	regional	offices	of	government	in	each	
of	the	nine	English	regions	to	co-ordinate	government	policies	at	the	regional	level,	as	well	as	
ensuring	a	regional	voice	in	Whitehall.		

Energy	Energy	use	in	buildings	accounts	for	56%	of	the	UK’s	total	emissions,	making	it	the	single	most	
polluting	sector.	We	will	develop	the	recommendations	of	our	‘30	by	2030’	report	to	put	the	UK	on	
track	for	a	net-zero-carbon	energy	system	within	the	2030s	–	and	go	faster	if	credible	pathways	can	
be	found.	We	will	deliver	nearly	90%	of	electricity	and	50%	of	heat	from	renewable	and	low-carbon	
sources	by	2030.		

We	will	build:		

•	7,000	new	offshore	wind	turbines		

•	2,000	new	onshore	wind	turbines		

•	Enough	solar	panels	to	cover	22,000	football	pitches.		

•	New	nuclear	power	needed	for	energy	security.	

We	will	trial	and	expand	tidal	energy	and	invest	to	reduce	the	costs	of	renewable	and	low-carbon	
hydrogen	production.	We	will	upgrade	almost	all	of	the	UK’s	27	million	homes	to	the	highest	energy-
efficiency	standards,	reducing	the	average	household	energy	bill	by	£417	per	household	per	year	by	
2030	and	eliminating	fuel	poverty.	We	will	introduce	a	zero-carbon	homes	standard	for	all	new	
homes.	

As	part	of	heat	decarbonisation,	we	will	roll	out	technologies	like	heat	pumps,	solar	hot	water	and	
hydrogen,	and	invest	in	district	heat	networks	using	waste	heat.		

To	balance	the	grid,	we	will	expand	power	storage	and	invest	in	grid	enhancements	and	
interconnectors.	

We	will	expand	distributed	and	community	energy,	and	immediately	and	permanently	ban	fracking.	
We	will	support	energy	workers	through	transition	and	guarantee	them	retraining	and	a	new,	
unionised	job	on	equivalent	terms	and	conditions.	

We	will	introduce	a	windfall	tax	on	oil	companies,	so	that	the	companies	that	knowingly	damaged	
our	climate	will	help	cover	the	costs.	We	will	provide	a	strategy	to	safeguard	the	people,	jobs	and	
skills	that	depend	on	the	offshore	oil	and	gas	industry.	
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Ownership	

We	will	not	achieve	the	promise	of	a	fair	and	sustainable	economy	if	we	repeat	the	mistakes	of	the	
carbon	era,	when	the	capture	of	a	natural	resource	for	private	profit	created	a	vastly	unequal	and	
polluting	economy	dominated	by	powerful	vested	interests.		

It’s	not	just	carbon.	From	the	depletion	of	fish	stocks	to	the	burning	of	the	Amazon,	profit	has	proved	
a	poor	regulator	for	use	of	our	natural	resources.	

Whether	it	is	the	trillions	of	litres	of	water	lost	through	leakages,	barriers	to	renewable	energy	
connecting	to	the	grid	or	the	billions	of	pounds	of	billpayers’	money	being	siphoned	off	in	dividends	
to	wealthy	shareholders,	Tory	privatisation	of	our	utilities	has	been	a	disaster	for	both	our	planet	and	
our	wallets.	

We	will	put	people	and	planet	before	profit	by	bringing	our	energy	and	water	systems	into	
democratic	public	ownership.	In	public	hands,	energy	and	water	will	be	treated	as	rights	rather	than	
commodities,	with	any	surplus	reinvested	or	used	to	reduce	bills.	Communities	themselves	will	
decide,	because	utilities	won’t	be	run	from	Whitehall	but	by	service-users	and	workers.	

Public	ownership	will	secure	democratic	control	over	nationally	strategic	infrastructure	and	provide	
collective	stewardship	for	key	natural	resources.	

In	the	case	of	energy,	it	will	also	help	deliver	Labour’s	ambitious	emissions	targets.	Whereas	private	
network	companies	have	failed	to	upgrade	the	grid	at	the	speed	and	scale	needed,	publicly	owned	
networks	will	accelerate	and	co-ordinate	investment	to	connect	renewable	and	low-carbon	energy	
while	working	with	energy	unions	to	support	energy	workers	through	the	transition.	

Under	Labour’s	plans:	

•	A	new	UK	National	Energy	Agency	will	own	and	maintain	the	national	grid	infrastructure	and	
oversee	the	delivery	of	our	decarbonisation	targets.	

•	14	new	Regional	Energy	Agencies	will	replace	the	existing	district	network	operators	and	hold	
statutory	responsibility	for	decarbonising	electricity	and	heat	and	reducing	fuel	poverty.	

•	The	supply	arms	of	the	Big	Six	energy	companies	will	be	brought	into	public	ownership	where	they	
will	continue	to	supply	households	with	energy	while	helping	them	to	reduce	their	energy	demands.	

The	Conservatives	allowed	the	proceeds	of	North	Sea	oil	to	be	squandered	on	tax	cuts	for	the	richest	
and	captured	in	profits	for	the	few,	instead	of	investing	them	in	our	future.	We	now	stand	at	an	even	
greater	crossroads	in	the	development	of	our	national	economy.	Under	Labour,	our	green	future	will	
be	owned	by	all	of	us.	Whenever	public	money	is	invested	in	an	energy	generation	project,	the	public	
sector	will	take	a	stake	and	return	profits	to	the	public.	

Industry	and	Innovation	

Averting	climate	catastrophe	offers	huge	economic	opportunities.	But	Britain	will	only	benefit	from	a	
Green	Industrial	Revolution	with	the	right	policies.		

Over	the	past	three	decades,	Britain	has	reduced	its	emissions	at	the	expense	of	domestic	industry	
by	offshoring	production.	This	is	an	accounting	trick,	not	a	solution.	It	does	not	protect	the	climate,	is	
unfair	to	other	countries	and	it	damages	jobs	and	communities	at	home.	

Labour	will	take	full	responsibility	for	our	carbon	footprint	instead	of	passing	the	buck.	We	will	
instruct	the	Committee	on	Climate	Change	to	assess	the	emissions	the	UK	imports	as	well	as	those	it	
produces,	and	recommend	policies	to	tackle	them,	including	making	UK	industry	the	greenest	in	the	
world.	



	

	 24	

The	Conservatives	have	presided	over	a	lost	decade	of	productivity	and	allowed	Britain	to	fall	behind	
in	the	green	technologies	of	the	future.	Labour	will	make	sure	this	never	happens	again.	

Targeted	science,	research	and	innovation	will	be	crucial	to	tackling	the	climate	crisis,	dealing	with	
the	plastic	waste	filling	our	oceans	and	addressing	other	societal	challenges,	such	as	an	ageing	
population	and	antibiotic	resistance.	As	part	of	our	plan	to	usher	in	a	Green	Industrial	Revolution,	
Labour	will	create	an	innovation	nation,	setting	a	target	for	3%	of	GDP	to	be	spent	on	research	and	
development	(R&D)	by	2030.	We	will	achieve	this	target	by	increasing	direct	support	for	R&D	and	
reforming	the	innovation	ecosystem	to	better	‘crowd	in’	private	investment.		

We	will	establish	a	Foundation	Industries	Sector	Council	to	provide	a	clean	and	long-term	future	for	
our	existing	heavy	industries	like	steel	and	glass	and	fund	R&D	into	newer	technologies	like	hydrogen	
and	carbon	capture	and	storage.		

A	thriving	steel	industry	will	be	vital	to	the	Green	Industrial	Revolution.	Labour	will	support	our	steel	
through	public	procurement,	taking	action	on	industrial	energy	prices,	exempting	new	capital	from	
business	rates,	investing	in	R&D,	building	three	new	steel	recycling	plants	and	upgrading	existing	
production	sites.		

We	will	ensure	that	new	technologies	aren’t	just	invented	here,	but	are	engineered,	manufactured	
and	exported	from	here.	We	will	put	British	innovation	at	the	heart	of	our	procurement	to	support	
local	sourcing	and	reshoring,	so	that	every	investment	we	make	strengthens	our	manufacturing	and	
engineering	sectors	and	supply	chains	and	creates	hundreds	of	thousands	of	good,	unionised	jobs	
here	at	home.		

We	will	use	the	power	of	public	procurement	to	strengthen	local	jobs	and	supply	chains	and	will	
require	all	companies	bidding	for	public	contracts	to	recognise	trade	unions,	pay	suppliers	on	time	
and	demonstrate	equalities	best	practice.		

As	we	transition,	we	will	ensure	the	UK’s	automotive	sector	isn’t	left	behind	by	the	electric	
revolution	by	investing	in	three	new	gigafactories	and	four	metal	reprocessing	plants.	By	supporting	
UK-made	electrical	steel	we	will	ensure	robust	support	for	an	end	to	end	UK	supply	chain.	We’ll	also	
take	on	the	global	plastics	crisis	by	investing	in	a	new	plastics	remanufacturing	industry	creating	
thousands	of	jobs,	ending	exports	of	plastic	waste	and	reducing	our	contribution	to	ocean	pollution.		

Labour’s	progressive	trade	strategy	will	be	aligned	with	our	industrial	strategy	to	help	develop	the	
industrial	base	needed	to	deliver	high-quality	exports	and	the	decent	jobs	that	go	with	them.	Labour	
will	champion	exports	from	the	environmental	goods	and	services	sector,	building	on	the	300,000	
jobs	that	the	sector	already	sustains.	We	will	uphold	the	highest	environmental	and	social	
regulations	in	all	our	trade	relations,	and	will	never	downgrade	standards	as	‘barriers’	to	trade.	

Skills		

Our	Green	Industrial	Revolution	will	create	at	least	one	million	well-paid,	unionised	jobs	in	the	UK.	
We	will	train	people	in	the	skills	they	need	to	access	these	jobs	of	the	future.		

Britain’s	skills	crisis	has	grown	under	the	Tories.	The	Apprenticeship	Levy	has	been	beset	by	
problems,	leaving	employers	paying	into	a	training	budget	they	are	unable	to	spend.	And	it	is	not	
delivering	for	small	businesses.	We	cannot	afford	to	carry	on	like	this.		

Labour	will	make	it	easier	for	employers	to	spend	the	levy	by	allowing	it	to	be	used	for	a	wider	range	
of	accredited	training,	in	line	with	guidelines	set	by	the	Institute	for	Apprenticeships	and	Technical	
Education	and	government’s	wider	priorities	for	the	economy.		

We	will	launch	a	Climate	Apprenticeship	programme	to	enable	employers	to	develop	the	skills	
needed	to	lead	the	world	in	clean	technology.		
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Under	this	programme,	employers	will	be	expected	to	allocate	25%	of	the	funds	in	their	
Apprenticeship	Levy	accounts	to	training	Climate	Apprentices.	These	funds	can	be	spent	directly	or	
allocated	to	a	ring-fenced	Climate	Apprenticeship	Fund,	which	will	be	topped	up	with	any	surplus	
raised	through	Inclusive	Ownership	Funds	and	made	accessible	to	nonlevy-paying	businesses.		

Targeted	bursaries	will	be	available	to	women,	BAME	people,	care	leavers,	ex-armed	forces	
personnel,	and	people	with	disabilities	to	encourage	them	to	take	up	climate	apprenticeships	–	the	
STEM	of	the	future.		

We	will	further	help	small	businesses	by	increasing	the	amount	that	can	be	transferred	to	non-levy-
paying	employers	to	50%	and	introducing	an	online	matching	service	to	help	levy-paying	businesses	
find	smaller	businesses	to	transfer	their	funds	to.	

TRANSPORT		
Labour	will	build	a	sustainable,	affordable,	accessible	and	integrated	transport	system,	founded	on	
the	principle	that	transport	is	an	essential	public	service.	

Cutting	emissions	will	drive	our	transport	policies.	We	will	review	public	expenditure	on	transport	to	
ensure	that	it	promotes	environmental	sustainability	and	contributes	to	decarbonisation.	

Bus	services	have	been	devastated	by	the	Conservatives,	despite	carrying	more	people	than	any	
other	mode	of	public	transport.	Women	are	especially	dependent	on	buses,	which	also	provide	a	
lifeline	for	both	older	and	younger	people	and	for	many	economically	disadvantaged	groups.	

Labour	will	ensure	that	councils	can	improve	bus	services	by	regulating	and	taking	public	ownership	
of	bus	networks,	and	we	will	give	them	resources	and	full	legal	powers	to	achieve	this	cost-
effectively,	thereby	ending	the	race	to	the	bottom	in	working	conditions	for	bus	workers.	Where	
councils	take	control	of	their	buses,	Labour	will	introduce	free	bus	travel	for	under-25s.	We	will	
increase	and	expand	local	services,		reinstating	the	3,000	routes	that	have	been	cut,	particularly	
hitting	rural	communities.	

Labour	will	deliver	improvements	for	rail	passengers	by	bringing	our	railways	back	into	public	
ownership,	using	options	including	franchise	expiry.	This	will	enable	us	to	make	fares	simpler	and	
more	affordable,	rebuild	the	fragmented	railways	as	a	nationally	integrated	public	service,	cut	the	
wastage	of	private	profit,	improve	accessibility	for	disabled	people,	ensure	safe	staffing	levels	and	
end	driver-only	operation.	

Our	publicly	owned	rail	company	will	steer	network	planning	and	investments.	It	will	co-ordinate	
mainline	upgrades,	resignalling,	rolling	stock	replacement	and	major	projects.	We	will	implement	a	
full,	rolling	programme	of	electrification.	Our	model	will	ensure	continuity	of	skills,	jobs	and	supply	
chain	capacity	to	reduce	costs,	improve	productivity	and	support	the	economic	benefits	of	Labour’s	
Green	Industrial	Revolution.	

We	will	introduce	a	long-term	investment	plan	including	delivering	Crossrail	for	the	North	as	part	of	
improved	connectivity	across	the	northern	regions.	We	will	consult	with	local	communities	to	reopen	
branch	lines.	We	will	also	unlock	capacity	and	extend	high-speed	rail	networks	nationwide	by	
completing	the	full	HS2	route	to	Scotland,	taking	full	account	of	the	environmental	impacts	of	
different	route	options.	We	will	deliver	rail	electrification	and	expansion	across	the	whole	country,	
including	in	Wales.	We	will	ensure	that	these	major	infrastructure	projects	are	a	model	of	good	
employment	practice	and	pay	due	regard	to	the	environmental	impact.	

We	will	promote	the	use	of	rail	freight	in	order	to	reduce	carbon	emissions,	air	pollutants	and	
congestion	on	the	roads	and	expand	the	provision	of	publicly	owned	rail	freight	services.	

We	will	increase	the	funding	available	for	cycling	and	walking.	We	will	bring	together	transport	and	
land-use	planning	to	create	towns	and	cities	in	which	walking	and	cycling	are	the	best	choice:	safe,	
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accessible,	healthy,	efficient,	economical	and	pollutionfree.	We	will	help	children’s	health	and	well-
being	by	ensuring	street	designs	provide	freedom	for	physically	active	outdoor	play	and	by	
introducing	measures	to	ensure	the	zones	around	our	schools	are	safer,	with	cleaner	air.	

Our	transport	programme	is	focused	on	creating	better,	publicly	accessible	local	transport	systems.	
By	improving	public	transport,	Labour	will	help	people	to	become	less	reliant	on	their	cars,	for	our	
better	health,	for	a	cleaner	environment	and	to	improve	quality	of	life	in	our	towns	and	cities.	The	
Conservatives	have	committed	to	ending	new	sales	of	combustion	engine	vehicles	by	2040.	Labour	
will	aim	for	2030.	

We	will	position	the	UK	at	the	forefront	of	the	development	and	manufacture	of	ultra-low	emission	
vehicles	and	will	support	their	sale.	We	will	invest	in	electric	vehicle	charging	infrastructure	and	in	
electric	community	car	clubs.	We	will	accelerate	the	transition	of	our	public	sector	car	fleets	and	our	
public	buses	to	zero-emissions	vehicles.		

We	will	reform	taxi	and	private	hire	services,	including	a	review	of	licensing	authority	jurisdictions,	
setting	national	minimum	standards	of	safety	and	accessibility	and	updating	regulations	to	keep	pace	
with	technological	change	and	to	close	loopholes	to	ensure	a	level	playing	field.		

We	will	adopt	an	ambitious	Vision	Zero	approach	to	UK	road	safety,	striving	for	zero	deaths	and	
serious	injuries.	Labour	will	invest	to	make	our	neglected	local	roads,	pavements	and	cycleways	safer	
for	the	everyday	journeys	of	both	drivers	and	vulnerable	road	users.	We	will	review	all	tolled	
crossings.		

Labour	recognises	the	Davies	Commission’s	assessment	of	pressures	on	airport	capacity	in	the	South	
East.	Any	expansion	of	airports	must	pass	our	tests	on	air	quality,	noise	pollution,	climate	change	
obligations	and	countrywide	benefits.	We	will	examine	fiscal	and	regulatory	options	to	ensure	a	
response	to	the	climate	crisis	in	a	way	that	is	fair	to	consumers	and	protects	the	economy.		

We	will	take	action	to	end	nationality	based	discrimination	in	seafarer	pay.	

ENVIRONMENT		
A	Labour	government’s	Green	Industrial	Revolution	is	complemented	by	our	Plan	for	Nature.	Our	
commitments	to	ecosystem	repair	and	environmental	protections	work	hand	in	hand	with	
sustainable	jobs	and	industries,	and	social	justice.	

We	are	facing	a	climate	and	environment	emergency,	and	unlike	the	Tories	we	will	not	trade	our	
environment	in	pursuit	of	reckless	trade	agreements.	

Labour	will	review	and	improve	protected	area	designations,	from	National	Parks	to	local	nature	
reserves	and	urban	green	spaces.	

We	will	introduce	a	Climate	and	Environment	Emergency	Bill	setting	out	in	law	robust,	binding	new	
standards	for	decarbonisation,	nature	recovery,	environmental	quality	and	habitats	and	species	
protection.	

We	will	maintain	and	continuously	improve	the	existing	EU	standards	of	environmental	regulation.		

A	Healthy	Environment		

Our	polluted	air	contributes	to	over	40,000	premature	deaths	a	year	and	poisons	our	environment,	
with		further	impacts	on	children’s	health.	But	the	Conservatives’	air-quality	measures	are	so	
inadequate	they	have	been	found	to	be	illegal.	

Labour	will	introduce	a	new	Clean	Air	Act,	with	a	vehicle	scrappage	scheme	and	clean	air	zones,	
complying	with	World	Health	Organisation	limits	for	fine	particles	and	nitrous	oxides.		
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We	will	provide	an	extra	£5.6	billion	in	funding	to	improve	the	standard	of	flood	defences	and	
respond	to	the	increased	risk	of	flooding,	prioritising	areas	at	risk	in	North	West	England,	Yorkshire	
and	the	East	Midlands	that	have	been	neglected	by	Conservative	investments.	

Nature	Restoration	

Our	Plan	for	Nature	will	set	legally	binding	targets	to	drive	the	restoration	of	species	and	habitats.	
We	will	embark	on	an	ambitious	programme	of	tree	planting,	with	both	forestry	and	native	
woodland	species.	

We	will	fully	fund	the	Environment	Agency	and	other	frontline	environment	agencies,	and	improve	
upstream	river	management.	

We	will	create	new	National	Parks	alongside	a	revised	system	of	other	protected	area	designations,	
which	will	guard	existing	wildlife	sites	and	join	up	important	habitats,	while	also	ensuring	more	
people	can	enjoy	living	closer	to	nature.	

We	will	establish	a	new	environmental	tribunal	to	ensure	that	administrative	decisions	are	consistent	
with	environmental	and	nature-recovery	obligations.	

Land	

Land	is	a	public	good,	but	it	is	not	a	common	asset.	In	1979,	20%	of	land	was	owned	by	the	public	
sector.	Today,	that	has	halved.	

Green	Belts	protect	one	tenth	of	our	land	and	offer	conservation	of	some	of	our	natural	
environment.	Introduced	by	Labour	in	1947	to	provide	access	to	the	countryside,	they	are	
threatened	by	developments.	

A	Labour	government	will	maintain	agricultural	and	rural	structural	funds	but	repurpose	them	to	
support	environmental	land	management	and	sustainable	methods	of	food	production.	

We	will	invest	in	more	county	farms	to	replace	those	lost,	and	will	work	with	agricultural	
organisations	to	increase	access	into	farming	for	new	entrants.	

Food	

A	quarter	of	all	food	purchased	is	wasted	every	year,	equivalent	to	over	20	million	tonnes	of	
greenhouse	gas	emissions,	costing	over	£20	billion.	

Yet	Britain	has	an	epidemic	in	foodrelated	ill	health,	obesity,	malnutrition	and	diabetes,	as	well	as	
increased	food	insecurity	–	with	a	boom	in	food	bank	use	and	record	levels	of	hunger.	

Labour	will	introduce	A	Right	to	Food.	We	will	end	‘food	bank	Britain’.	We	will	ensure	everyone	has	
access	to	healthy,	nutritious,	sustainably	produced	food.	We	will	halve	food	bank	usage	within	a	year	
and	remove	the	need	for	them	altogether	in	three	years.	We	will	establish	a	National	Food	
Commission	and	review	the	Allotments	Act.	We	will	make	food	security	a	reason	to	intervene	in	the	
economy	and	work	with	local	councils	to	minimise	food	waste	

We	will	put	farmers,	fishers,	food	producers	and	workers	at	the	heart	of	our	plans	for	delivering	
healthy	food	locally.	We	will	support	local	food	networks,	expand	access	to	farm	holdings	and	ensure	
rights	of	union	representation	for	all	food	and	agricultural	workers.	We	will	re-establish	an	
Agricultural	Wages	Board	in	England	so	every	part	of	the	UK	is	covered.	

We	will	set	maximum	sustainable	yields	for	all	shared	fish	stocks,	redistribute	fish	quotas	along	social	
and	environmental	criteria	and,	if	people	vote	to	leave	the	EU,	require	the	majority	of	fish	caught	
under	a	UK	quota	to	be	landed	in	UK	ports.	

We	aim	to	achieve	net-zero-carbon	food	production	in	Britain	by	2040.	
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Waste	and	Recycling	

Waste,	including	plastic	waste,	pollutes	our	land	and	seas,	killing	wildlife	and	contaminating	our	
food.	

We	will	make	producers	responsible	for	the	waste	they	create	and	for	the	full	cost	of	recycling	or	
disposal,	encouraging	more	sustainable	design	and	manufacturing.	In	government	in	Wales,	Labour	
has	transformed	the	position	of	recycling,	placing	them	in	the	top	five	globally	for	recycling	rates.	A	
UK	Labour	government	will	learn	from	Wales’	example,	and	will	also	back	bottle-return	schemes.	

We	will	invest	in	three	new	recyclable	steel	plants	in	areas	with	a	proud	history	of	steel	
manufacturing.	

ANIMAL	WELFARE	
The	Conservatives	will	sacrifice	animal	welfare	standards	in	trade	deals	with	other	countries.	They	
threaten	to	bring	back	fox	hunting	and	are	pursuing	the	ineffective	badger	cull	–	the	largest	
destruction	of	a	protected	species	in	living	memory.	

Labour	has	published	an	ambitious	animal	welfare	manifesto	which	reiterates	our	commitments	to	
prohibit	foxhunting	and	end	the	cull	of	badgers.		

In	England,	we	will	introduce	an	animal	welfare	commissioner,	prohibit	the	sale	of	snares	and	glue	
traps,	end	the	badger	cull	and	ban	the	keeping	of	primates	as	pets.	We	will	work	internationally	to	
end	commercial	whaling,	ban	the	importation	of	hunting	trophies	of	threatened	species,	and	boost	
police	resources	to	tackle	rural	and	wildlife	crime.	

INTERNATIONAL	SOLIDARITY	AND	SOCIAL	JUSTICE	(p103)	
The	scale	of	the	challenges	facing	our	world	are	enormous.	Conflict,	climate	change	and	a	global	
economy	rigged	in	favour	of	a	tiny	elite	are	driving	instability	and	inequality	across	the	world.	A	bold	
international	development	policy	driven	by	social	justice	has	never	been	more	needed.		

Labour	believes	in	climate	justice.	Wealthy	countries	like	the	UK	bear	the	greatest	responsibility	for	
the	climate	emergency.	Countries	in	the	Global	South	that	have	done	the	least	to	cause	climate	
change	are	already	facing	the	worst	impacts,	such	as	rising	sea	levels,	more	frequent	hurricanes	and	
greater	food	insecurity.	We	have	a	duty	to	right	this	wrong.	We	will:		

•	Provide	a	top-up	of	new	and	additional	spending	on	international	climate	finance	to	bring	the	total	
to	£4	billion	a	year,	and	also	support	international	calls	for	compensation	to	those	nations	already	
suffering	loss	and	damage.		

•	Stop	all	aid	spending	on	fossil	fuel	production	overseas,	redirecting	it	towards	clean,	renewable	
energy	for	all.		

•	End	all	UK	Export	Finance	support	to	fossil	fuel	projects,	and	reject	any	trade	deals	that	conflict	
with	our	climate	principles.	

•	Undertake	a	root-and-branch	reform	of	CDC	Group	plc	(DfID’s	principal	vehicle	for	encouraging	
private	sector	investment	in	developing	countries),	transforming	it	into	a	green	development	bank	
mandated	to	fight	poverty,	inequality	and	climate	change.		

Labour	respects	the	crucial	role	played	by	small-scale	farmers	the	world	over	in	guaranteeing	people	
the	right	to	food.		

We	will:		

•	Establish	an	aid-funded	Food	Sovereignty	Fund	to	enable	smallscale	farmers	in	the	Global	South	to	
gain	access	to	land,	seeds	and	finance,	and	uphold	indigenous	peoples’	right	to	land.		
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•	Support	sustainable	local	food	and	agriculture	markets	in	the	fight	against	climate	change
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Lib	Dem	Manifesto:	Stop	Brexit	–	Build	a	brighter	future	
Word	count:						Climate	(61)		Environment	(59)			

Introduction	(p7)	
A	Liberal	Democrat	government	will	take	urgent	action	to	save	our	planet.	We	are	the	last	generation	
that	can	stop	irreversible	climate	change.	We’ve	already	seen	how	foods	and	wildfres	are	becoming	
an	ever	more	regular	occurrence	in	our	country.	And,	though	we	should	be	proud	to	be	the	frst	
country	to	declare	a	climate	emergency,	we	cannot	ignore	the	fact	that	the	government	has	done	
little	else	since	then.	In	the	meantime,	it’s	been	young	people	who	have	consistently	put	the	climate	
crisis	back	on	the	agenda	with	their	inspirational	climate	strikes.		

The	Liberal	Democrats	are	the	only	party	with	a	radical,	credible	and	detailed	plan	to	tackle	the	
climate	emergency	as	soon	as	possible.	We	will	deliver	a	ten-year	emergency	programme	to	cut	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	substantially	straightaway	and	phase	out	emissions	from	the	remaining	
hard-to-treat	sectors	by	2045	at	the	latest.	By	2030	we	will	generate	80	per	cent	of	our	electricity	
from	renewables	and	cut	energy	bills	and	emissions	by	insulating	homes,	prioritising	bringing	3.5	
million	households	out	of	fuel	poverty	by	2025.	

	

Our	Plan	for	a	Green	Society	and	a	Green	Economy	(p39)	
The	UK	should	be	leading	the	world	in	tackling	the	climate	emergency.	We	are	the	first	generation	to	
know	we	are	destroying	the	environment,	and	the	last	generation	with	a	chance	to	do	something	
about	it	before	it	is	too	late.	There	is	no	Planet	B.	If	we	fail	to	act,	millions	of	people	–	at	home	and	
abroad	–	will	suffer	the	impacts	of	floods,	storms	and	heatwaves,	rising	food	prices	and	the	spread	of	
diseases;	the	global	financial	system	will	be	destabilised,	poor	countries	could	collapse	and	the	
number	of	refugees	will	soar.	

The	Conservatives	have	shown	themselves	unfit	to	lead	in	response	to	this	historic	challenge.	They	
have	repeatedly	flouted	EU	limits	on	air	pollution	and	scrapped	energy	efficiency	schemes	that	
would	reduce	energy	bills	and	end	the	scourge	of	fuel	poverty.	They	have	cut	support	for	renewable	
energy	while	trying	to	force	fracking	on	communities	that	don’t	want	it.	They	are	not	on	track	to	
meet	the	UK’s	climate	targets	and	are	dragging	their	feet	on	reducing	the	use	of	plastics.	They	
promised	to	restore	the	natural	environment,	but	have	presided	over	declines	in	many	species	of	
wildlife,	and	repeatedly	failed	to	meet	air	and	water	quality	goals.	

Meanwhile,	Labour’s	policies	are	a	distraction	from	meaningful	action	on	the	environment.	They	
want	to	spend	billions	to	renationalise	the	companies	running	the	electricity	grid,	the	water	industry	
and	the	railways.	But	this	would	not	only	be	enormously	disruptive	and	ruinously	costly;	it	would	be	
pointless,	as	in	reality,	ambitious	environmental	and	consumer	aims	can	be	achieved	through	
tougher	regulation.	A	socialist	planned	economy	is	no	way	to	tackle	the	environmental	crisis.	

The	failures	of	Conservatives	and	Labour	are	not	only	morally	indefensible	but	economically	illiterate.	
Climate	change	and	the	collapse	of	natural	systems	are	huge	crises	but	they	also	represent	a	massive	
opportunity	to	create	a	different	future,	where	people	breathe	clean	air,	drink	clean	water	and	use	
clean	energy,	where	communities	and	industries	live	in	harmony	with	nature,	not	at	its	expense.	

We	need	a	new	government	with	the	vision	and	the	will	to	seize	that	opportunity.	Liberal	Democrats	
offer	a	new	plan	to	innovate	our	way	out	of	crisis.	To	mobilise	every	community	in	the	country,	and	
the	resources	of	both	the	public	and	private	sector	to	achieve	it.	To	turn	the	birthplace	of	the	
industrial	revolution	into	the	home	of	the	new	Green	Revolution.	
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The	Liberal	Democrats	have	the	thought-through,	deliverable	plan	for	that	new	Green	Future	–	in	
place	of	the	Dutch	auction	of	fantasy	dates	for	Britain	to	achieve	net	zero	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
offered	by	the	other	parties.	We	will	deliver	a	ten-year	emergency	programme	to	cut	emissions	
substantially	straight	away,	and	phase	out	emissions	from	the	remaining	hard-to-treat	sectors	by	
2045	at	the	latest.	

Our	first	priorities	in	the	next	parliament	will	be:	

• An	emergency	programme	to	insulate	all	Britain’s	homes	by	2030,	cutting	emissions	and	fuel	
bills	and	ending	fuel	poverty.	

• Investing	in	renewable	power	so	that	at	least	80	per	cent	of	UK	electricity	is	generated	from	
renewables	by	2030	–	and	banning	fracking	for	good.	

• Protecting	nature	and	the	countryside,	tackling	biodiversity	loss	and	planting	60	million	trees	
a	year	to	absorb	carbon,	protect	wildlife	and	improve	health.	

• Investing	in	public	transport,	electrifying	Britain’s	railways	and	ensuring	that	all	new	cars	are	
electric	by	2030.	

Climate	Action	Now	
The	climate	emergency	can	only	be	tackled	effectively	by	ensuring	that	every	relevant	decision	taken	
by	national	government,	local	councils,	businesses,	investors,	communities	and	households	makes	
progress	towards	the	net	zero	objective.	We	will	set	a	new	legally	binding	target	to	reduce	net	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	to	zero	by	2045	at	the	latest,	and	implement	a	comprehensive	climate	
action	plan,	cutting	emissions	across	all	sectors.	To	realise	these	goals,	we	will:	

• Require	all	companies	registered	in	the	UK	and	listed	on	UK	stock	exchanges	to	set	targets	
consistent	with	the	Paris	Agreement	on	climate	change	and	to	report	on	their	
implementation;	and	establish	a	general	corporate	duty	of	care	for	the	environment	and	
human	rights	(also	see	Better	Business	section	p.21).	

• Regulate	financial	services	to	encourage	green	investments,	including	requiring	pension	
funds	and	managers	to	show	that	their	portfolio	investments	are	consistent	with	the	Paris	
Agreement,	and	creating	new	powers	for	regulators	to	act	if	banks	and	other	investors	are	
not	managing	climate	risks	properly.	

• Establish	a	Department	for	Climate	Change	and	Natural	Resources,	appoint	a	cabinet-level	
Chief	Secretary	for	Sustainability	in	the	Treasury	to	coordinate	government-wide	action	to	
make	the	economy	sustainable	resource-efficient	and	zero-carbon,	and	require	every	
government	agency	to	account	for	its	contribution	towards	meeting	climate	targets.	

• Establish	UK	and	local	Citizens’	Climate	Assemblies	to	engage	the	public	in	tackling	the	
climate	emergency.	

• Create	a	statutory	duty	on	all	local	authorities	to	produce	a	Zero	Carbon	Strategy,	including	
plans	for	local	energy,	transport	and	land	use,	and	devolve	powers	and	funding	to	enable	
every	council	to	implement	it.	

• Guarantee	an	Office	of	Environmental	Protection	that	is	fully	independent	of	government,	
and	possesses	powers	and	resources	to	enforce	compliance	with	climate	and	environmental	
targets.	

• Increase	government	expenditure	on	climate	and	environmental	objectives,	reaching	at	least	
five	per	cent	of	the	total	within	five	years.	

• Support	investment	and	innovation	in	zero-carbon	and	resource-efficient	infrastructure	and	
technologies	by	creating	a	new	Green	Investment	Bank	and	increasing	funding	for	Innovate	
UK	and	new	Catapult	innovation	and	technology	centres	on	farming	and	land	use	and	on	
carbon	dioxide	removal.	
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• Implement	the	UK’s	G7	pledge	to	end	fossil	fuel	subsidies	by	2025,	and	provide	Just	
Transition	funding	for	areas	and	communities	negatively	affected	by	the	transition	to	net	
zero	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	

Renewable	Energy	
Thanks	to	Liberal	Democrat	policies	in	government,	the	UK	has	made	major	strides	in	cutting	
emissions	from	power	generation;	wind	power	is	now	the	cheapest	form	of	electricity	generation.	
Now	we	can	go	further:	we	aim	to	decarbonise	the	power	sector	completely,	supporting	renewables	
and	household	and	community	energy	to	create	jobs	and	cut	fossil	fuel	imports.	We	will:	

• Accelerate	the	deployment	of	renewable	power,	providing	more	funding,	removing	the	
Conservatives’	restrictions	on	solar	and	wind	and	building	more	interconnectors	to	
guarantee	security	of	supply;	we	aim	to	reach	at	least	80	per	cent	renewable	electricity	in	the	
UK	by	2030.	

• Expand	community	and	decentralised	energy,	support	councils	to	develop	local	electricity	
generation	and	require	all	new	homes	to	be	fitted	with	solar	panels.	

• Ban	fracking	because	of	its	negative	impacts	on	climate	change,	the	energy	mix	and	the	local	
environment.	

• Support	investment	and	innovation	in	cutting-edge	energy	technologies,	including	tidal	and	
wave	power,	energy	storage,	demand	response,	smart	grids	and	hydrogen.	

• Provide	an	additional	£12	billion	over	five	years	to	support	these	commitments,	and	ensure	
that	the	National	Infrastructure	Commission,	National	Grid,	the	energy	regulator	Ofgem,	and	
the	Crown	Estate	work	together	to	deliver	our	net	zero	climate	objective.	

Warm	Homes	and	Lower	Energy	Bills	
Everyone	should	be	able	to	afford	to	heat	their	home	so	that	it	is	warm	enough	for	them	to	live	in.	
However,	an	estimated	2.5	million	households	in	England	live	in	fuel	poverty,	where	they	cannot	
afford	to	heat	their	homes	to	a	decent	standard	partly	due	to	poor	insulation	and	heat	loss	–	
contributing	to	climate	change	and	causing	ill-health	and	early	deaths.	We	will	implement	an	
emergency	ten-year	programme	to	reduce	energy	consumption	from	all	buildings,	cutting	emissions	
and	energy	bills	and	ending	fuel	poverty	–	and	generating	employment	–	supported	by	investing	over	
£6	billion	a	year	on	home	insulation	and	zero-carbon	heating	by	the	fifth	year	of	the	Parliament.	We	
will:	

• Cut	energy	bills,	end	fuel	poverty	by	2025	and	reduce	emissions	from	buildings,	including	by	
providing	free	retrofits	for	low-income	homes,	piloting	a	new	subsidised	Energy-Saving	
Homes	scheme,	graduating	Stamp	Duty	Land	Tax	by	the	energy	rating	of	the	property	and	
reducing	VAT	on	home	insulation.	

• Empower	councils	to	develop	community	energy-saving	projects,	including	delivering	
housing	energy	efficiency	improvements	street	by	street,	which	cuts	costs.	

• Require	all	new	homes	and	non-domestic	buildings	to	be	built	to	a	zero-carbon	standard	
(where	as	much	energy	is	generated	on-site,	through	renewable	sources,	as	is	used),	by	
2021,	rising	to	a	more	ambitious	(‘Passivhaus’)	standard	by	2025.	

• Increase	minimum	energy	efficiency	standards	for	privately	rented	properties	and	remove	
the	cost	cap	on	improvements.	

• Adopt	a	Zero-Carbon	Heat	Strategy,	including	reforming	the	Renewable	Heat	Incentive,	
requiring	the	phased	installation	of	heat	pumps	in	homes	and	businesses	off	the	gas	grid,	and	
piloting	projects	to	determine	the	best	future	mix	of	zero-carbon	heating	solutions.	
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Green	Industry,	Green	Jobs	and	Green	Products	
Given	the	right	support,	British	businesses	have	the	chance	to	be	world	leaders	in	green	technology.	
UK	low-carbon	businesses	already	have	a	combined	turnover	of	£80	billion	and	directly	employ	
400,000	people,	and	under	our	proposals	these	will	grow.	We	will	provide	support	for	innovation	to	
cut	energy	and	fossil	fuel	use	in	industrial	processes	–	reducing	emissions,	cutting	dependence	on	
fossil	fuel	imports	and	generating	jobs	and	prosperity.	We	will:	

• Reduce	emissions	from	industrial	processes	by	supporting	carbon	capture	and	storage	and	
new	low-carbon	processes	for	cement	and	steel	production.	

• Provide	more	advice	to	companies	on	cutting	emissions,	support	the	development	of	
regional	industrial	clusters	for	zero-carbon	innovation	and	increase	the	Industrial	Energy	
Transformation	Fund.	

• Expand	the	market	for	green	products	and	services	with	steadily	higher	green	criteria	in	
public	procurement	policy.	

• End	support	from	UK	Export	Finance	for	fossil	fuel-related	activities,	and	press	for	higher	
environmental	standards	for	export	credit	agencies	throughout	the	OECD.	

The	successful	economies	of	the	future	will	be	those	which	adopt	‘circular	economy’	techniques,	
cutting	resource	use,	waste	and	pollution	by	maximising	recovery,	reuse,	recycling	and	
remanufacturing.	This	will	cut	costs	for	consumers	and	businesses,	protect	the	environment	and	
create	new	jobs	and	enterprises.	We	will	introduce	a	Zero-Waste	and	Resource	Efficiency	Act	to	
ensure	that	the	UK	moves	towards	a	circular	economy,	including:	

• Banning	non-recyclable	single-use	plastics	and	replace	them	with	affordable	alternatives,	
aiming	for	their	complete	elimination	within	three	years,	as	a	first	step	towards	ending	the	
‘throwaway	society’	culture	and	an	ambition	to	end	plastic	waste	exports	by	2030.	

• Benefitting	consumers	through	better	product	design	for	repairability,	reuse	and	recycling,	
including	extending	the	forthcoming	EU	‘right	to	repair’	legislation	for	consumer	goods,	so	
helping	small	repair	businesses	and	community	groups	combat	‘planned	obsolescence’.	

• Introducing	legally	binding	targets	for	reducing	the	consumption	of	key	natural	resources	
and	other	incentives	for	businesses	to	improve	resource	efficiency.	

• Extending	deposit	return	schemes	for	all	food	and	drink	bottles	and	containers,	working	with	
the	devolved	administrations	to	ensure	consistency	across	the	UK.	

• Establishing	a	statutory	waste	recycling	target	of	70	per	cent	in	England,	extend	separate	
food	waste	collections	to	at	least	90	per	cent	of	homes	by	2024,	and	strengthen	incentives	to	
reduce	packaging	and	reduce	waste	sent	to	landfill	and	incineration.	

Saving	Nature	and	the	Countryside	
A	healthy	natural	environment,	where	people	breathe	clean	air,	drink	clean	water	and	enjoy	the	
beauty	of	the	natural	world,	lies	at	the	heart	of	the	society	and	the	economy	Liberal	Democrats	want	
to	create.	Yet	nature	is	under	threat:	unsustainable	farming	practices	are	depleting	the	soil	and,	
together	with	air	and	water	pollution,	contributing	to	a	rapid	decline	in	the	numbers	of	insects,	birds	
and	other	animals.	One	in	seven	UK	species	are	at	risk	of	extinction.	

We	will	protect	the	natural	environment	and	reverse	biodiversity	loss	at	the	same	time	as	combating	
climate	change.	We	will	support	farmers	to	protect	and	restore	the	natural	environment	alongside	
their	critical	roles	in	producing	food,	providing	employment	and	promoting	tourism,	leisure	and	
health	and	wellbeing.	We	will:	

• Introduce	a	Nature	Act	to	restore	the	natural	environment	through	setting	legally	binding	
near-term	and	long-term	targets	for	improving	water,	air,	soil	and	biodiversity,	and	
supported	by	funding	streams	of	at	least	£18	billion	over	five	years.	
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• Combat	climate	change,	and	benefit	nature	and	people	by	coordinating	the	planting	of	60	
million	trees	a	year	and	introducing	requirements	for	the	greater	use	of	sustainably	
harvested	wood	in	construction.	

• Invest	in	large	scale	restoration	of	peatlands,	heathland,	native	woodlands,	saltmarshes,	
wetlands	and	coastal	waters,	helping	to	absorb	carbon,	protect	against	floods,	improve	
water	quality	and	protect	habitats,	including	through	piloting	‘rewilding’	approaches.	

• Reduce	basic	agricultural	support	payments	to	the	larger	recipients	and	redeploy	the	savings	
to	support	the	public	goods	that	come	from	effective	land	management,	including	restoring	
nature	and	protecting	the	countryside,	preventing	flooding	and	combating	climate	change	
through	measures	to	increase	soil	carbon	and	expand	native	woodland.	

• Introduce	a	National	Food	Strategy,	including	the	use	of	public	procurement	policy,	to	
promote	the	production	and	consumption	of	healthy,	sustainable	and	affordable	food	and	
cut	down	on	food	waste.	

• Support	producers	by	broadening	the	remit	of	the	Groceries	Code	Adjudicator	and	
supporting	them	with	access	to	markets.	

• Significantly	increase	the	amount	of	accessible	green	space,	including	protecting	up	to	a	
million	acres,	completing	the	coastal	path,	exploring	a	‘right	to	roam’	for	waterways	and	
creating	a	new	designation	of	National	Nature	Parks.	

• Give	the	Local	Green	Space	designation	the	force	of	law.	
• Protect	and	restore	England’s	lakes,	rivers	and	wetlands,	including	through	reform	of	water	

management	and	higher	water	efficiency	standards,	and	establish	a	‘blue	belt’	of	marine	
protected	areas	covering	at	least	50	per	cent	of	UK	waters	by	2030,	in	partnership	with	UK	
overseas	territories.	

• Create	a	new	‘British	Overseas	Ecosystems	Fund’	for	large-scale	environmental	restoration	
projects	in	the	UK	Overseas	Territories	and	sovereign	bases,	home	to	94	per	cent	of	our	
unique	wildlife.	

• Establish	a	£5	billion	fund	for	flood	prevention	and	climate	adaptation	over	the	course	of	the	
parliament	to	improve	flood	defences,	and	introduce	high	standards	for	flood	resilience	for	
buildings	and	infrastructure	in	flood	risk	areas.	

• Ensure	that	sustainability	lies	at	the	heart	of	fisheries	policy,	rebuilding	depleted	fish	stocks	
to	achieve	their	former	abundance.	Fishers,	scientists	and	conservationists	should	all	be	at	
the	centre	of	a	decentralised	and	regionalised	fisheries	management	system.	Immigration	
policy	should	also	be	flexible	enough	to	ensure	that	both	the	catching	and	processing	sectors	
have	access	to	the	labour	they	need.	

• Increase	the	budget	for	the	Department	for	the	Environment,	Food	and	Rural	Affairs,	
ensuring	that	agencies	such	as	Natural	England	and	the	Environment	Agency	are	properly	
funded.	

Improving	Transport	
Britain’s	transport	systems	are	broken.	Commuting	by	rail	is	expensive,	unreliable	and	unpleasant,	
and	away	from	the	major	commuter	routes,	buses,	trams	and	trains	are	so	infrequent	and	expensive	
that	cars	are	essentially	made	a	necessity.	This	in	turn	has	made	air	pollution	–	mostly	caused	by	cars	
–	one	of	the	biggest	causes	of	preventable	illness	in	the	UK,	causing	at	least	40,000	premature	deaths	
a	year	and	costing	the	NHS	£15	billion.	And	surface	transport	is	now	the	largest	source	of	greenhouse	
gas	emissions	in	the	UK,	with	almost	no	progress	in	reducing	them	since	1990.	The	UK’s	share	of	
international	aviation	and	shipping	emissions	has	risen	by	almost	80	per	cent	since	1990.	Liberal	
Democrats	will	meet	this	challenge	by:	

• Investing	in	public	transport,	buses,	trams	and	railways	to	enable	people	to	travel	more	
easily	while	reducing	their	impact	on	the	environment.	
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• Placing	a	far	higher	priority	on	encouraging	walking	and	cycling	–	the	healthiest	forms	of	
transport.	

• Accelerating	the	transition	to	ultra-low-emission	transport	–	cars,	buses	and	trains	–	through	
taxation,	subsidy	and	regulation.	

Together	these	steps	will	tackle	the	clean	air	crisis,	meet	the	challenge	of	climate	change,	improve	
people’s	health,	stimulate	local	and	regional	prosperity	and	develop	British	zero-carbon	industries,	
with	benefits	for	jobs,	growth	and	exports.	

Clean	and	Green	
To	achieve	our	net-zero	climate	target	by	2045,	we	aim	to	reduce	emissions	from	surface	transport	
to	near	zero;	at	the	same	time	the	transition	to	electric	vehicles	and	from	private	to	public	transport	
will	drastically	cut	air	pollution.	Emissions	from	the	UK’s	share	of	international	aviation	are	much	
more	difficult	to	tackle;	we	need	to	accelerate	the	development	of	new	technologies	and	cut	
demand	for	flying,	particularly	from	the	15	per	cent	of	individuals	who	take	70	per	cent	of	flights.	We	
will:	

• Accelerate	the	rapid	take-up	of	electric	vehicles	by	reforming	vehicle	taxation,	cutting	VAT	on	
EVs	to	5	per	cent	and	increasing	the	rate	of	installation	of	charging	points,	including	
residential	on-street	points	and	ultra-fast	chargers	at	service	stations.	We	will	ensure	that,	by	
2030,	every	new	car	and	small	van	sold	is	electric.	

• Pass	a	Clean	Air	Act,	based	on	World	Health	Organisation	guidelines,	enforced	by	a	new	Air	
Quality	Agency.	The	Act	will	enshrine	the	legal	right	to	unpolluted	air	wherever	you	live.	

• Extend	Ultra-Low	Emission	Zones	to	ten	more	towns	and	cities	in	England	and	ensure	that	all	
private	hire	vehicles	and	new	buses	licensed	to	operate	in	urban	areas	are	ultra-low-emission	
or	zero-emission	vehicles	by	2025;	we	will	provide	£2	billion	to	support	this	transformation.	

• Shift	more	freight	from	road	to	rail,	including	electrifying	lines	leading	from	major	ports	as	an	
urgent	priority,	and	amend	the	current	HGV	road	user	levy	to	take	account	of	carbon	
emissions.	

• Support	innovation	in	zero-emission	technologies,	including	batteries	and	hydrogen	fuel	
cells,	supplementing	government	funding	with	a	new	Clean	Air	Fund	from	industry.	

• Reduce	the	climate	impact	of	flying	by	reforming	the	taxation	of	international	flights	to	focus	
on	those	who	fly	the	most,	while	reducing	costs	for	those	who	take	one	or	two	international	
return	flights	per	year,	placing	a	moratorium	on	the	development	of	new	runways	(net)	in	
the	UK,	opposing	any	expansion	of	Heathrow,	Gatwick	or	Stansted	and	any	new	airport	in	the	
Thames	Estuary,	and	introducing	a	zero-carbon	fuels	blending	requirement	for	domestic	
flights.	

Reducing	the	Need	for	Car	Travel	
Liberal	Democrats	will	invest	in	public	transport,	improving	its	reliability	and	affordability,	reform	the	
planning	systems	to	reduce	the	need	to	travel	and	promote	cycling	and	walking.	We	will:	

• Give	new	powers	to	local	authorities	and	communities	to	improve	transport	in	their	areas,	
including	the	ability	to	introduce	network-wide	ticketing,	like	in	London.	

• Implement,	in	cooperation	with	local	authorities,	light	rail	schemes	for	trams	and	tram-trains	
where	these	are	appropriate	solutions	to	public	transport	requirements.	

• Restore	bus	routes	and	add	new	routes	where	there	is	local	need;	we	will	provide	£4.5	billion	
over	five	years	for	this	programme.	

• Introduce	a	nationwide	strategy	to	promote	walking	and	cycling,	including	the	creation	of	
dedicated	safe	cycling	lanes,	increasing	spending	per	head	five-fold	to	reach	10	per	cent	of	
the	transport	budget.	
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• Build	on	the	successful	Local	Sustainable	Transport	Fund	established	by	the	Liberal	
Democrats	when	in	government,	and	workplace	travel	plans,	to	reduce	the	number	of	cars	–	
particularly	single-occupancy	cars	–	used	for	commuting,	and	encourage	the	development	of	
car-sharing	schemes	and	car	clubs	and	autonomous	vehicles	for	public	use.	

• Amend	planning	rules	to	promote	sustainable	transport	and	land	use.	

Fixing	Britain’s	Railways	
There	is	enormous	scope	to	improve	Britain’s	railways,	providing	reliable	and	affordable	train	
services	and	cutting	emissions.	The	Tories’	and	Labour’s	ideological	obsessions	–	the	former	with	
privatisation,	the	latter	with	nationalisation	–	only	serve	to	get	in	the	way	of	making	real	
improvements	through	investment	and	regulation.	We	will	improve	the	railways,	reform	the	
franchising	system	and	improve	services	to	customers.	We	will:	

• Freeze	rail	fares	for	commuters	and	season	ticket	holders	for	a	parliament,	while	we	fix	our	
railways.	

• Extend	Britain’s	rail	network,	improve	stations,	reopen	smaller	stations	and	restore	twin-
track	lines	to	major	routes.	

• Convert	the	rail	network	to	ultra-low-emission	technology	(electric	or	hydrogen)	by	2035,	
and	provide	funding	for	light	rail	and	trams.	

• Support	High	Speed	2,	Northern	Powerhouse	Rail,	East-West	Rail	and	Crossrail	2,	but	ensure	
far	tighter	financial	controls	and	increased	accountability	to	ensure	that	these	projects	are	
value	for	money,	and	address	problems	with	implementation	to	ensure	that	HS2	opens	as	
early	as	possible	to	meet	our	decarbonisation	goals	while	minimising	the	destruction	of	
precious	UK	habitats	and	woodland.	

• Start	a	revolution	in	rail	franchising	by	opening	up	the	bidding	process	to	public	sector	
companies,	local	or	combined	authorities,	not-for-profits	and	mutuals	–	which	have	the	
potential	to	deliver	much	better	services	than	private	operators.	

• Build	into	new	rail	franchise	agreements	a	stronger	focus	on	customers,	including	investment	
in	new	stations,	lines	and	modern	trains.	

• Create	a	new	Railways	Agency	to	oversee	the	operations	of	the	railway	network,	removing	
the	Department	for	Transport	from	day-to-day	decision-making.	

• Be	far	more	proactive	in	sanctioning	and	ultimately	sacking	train	operators	if	they	fail	to	
provide	a	high-quality	public	service	to	their	customers.	

• Improve	the	experience	of	people	who	rely	on	the	railways	for	work	by	investing	in	
commuter	routes	and	the	integration	of	rail,	bus	and	cycle	routes.	

• Fix	the	broken	fares	and	ticketing	system	so	that	it	provides	better	value	for	money.	
• Improve	disabled	access	to	public	transport	via	the	Access	for	All	programme.	

Animal	Welfare	
Liberal	Democrats	believe	that	all	possible	steps	should	be	taken	to	promote	animal	welfare	and	
prevent	animal	suffering,	with	better	protection	for	animals,	and	full	regard	for	animal	welfare.	We	
will:	

• Enshrine	the	principle	of	animal	sentience	in	UK	law	to	ensure	that	due	regard	is	paid	to	
animal	welfare	in	policymaking.	

• Introduce	stronger	penalties	for	animal	cruelty	offences,	increasing	the	maximum	sentencing	
from	six	months	to	five	years,	and	ensure	that	the	National	Wildlife	Crime	Unit	is	properly	
funded.	
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• Ban	the	sale	of	real	fur,	end	the	use	of	primates	as	pets,	clamp	down	on	illegal	pet	imports	
and	establish	an	independent	regulatory	body	for	horse	welfare	to	prevent	the	abuse	and	
avoidable	deaths	of	racehorses.	

• Improve	standards	of	animal	health	and	welfare	in	agriculture,	including	a	ban	on	caged	
hens,	and	promote	the	responsible	use	of	antimicrobials.	

• Develop	safe,	effective,	humane,	and	evidence-based	ways	of	controlling	bovine	TB,	
including	by	investing	to	produce	workable	vaccines.	

• Minimise	the	use	of	animals	in	scientific	experimentation,	including	by	funding	research	into	
alternatives.	

• Work	within	the	EU	to	ensure	that	future	trade	agreements	require	high	environmental	and	
animal	welfare	standards,	and	legislate	to	ban	the	importing	of	hunting	trophies	where	the	
hunting	does	not	contribute	to	environmental	protection.	

Our	Plan	for	a	Better	World	(p87)	

Global	Climate	Action	Now	(p94)	

The	climate	emergency	is	a	global	challenge	and	requires	a	global	solution.	However,	with	the	US	
withdrawing	from	the	Paris	Agreement	and	with	most	national	climate	policies	falling	well	short	of	
the	Agreement’s	ambition	to	limit	the	global	temperature	rise	to	1.5°C,	this	global	solution	looks	a	
long	way	off.	Neither	the	Conservatives	nor	Labour	have	a	plan	to	tackle	this:	the	Conservatives	have	
given	no	real	thought	to	the	climate	emergency,	and	Labour	are	only	interested	in	repeating	empty	
slogans.	Liberal	Democrats	are	the	only	party	with	a	detailed	plan	to	lead	global	efforts	to	combat	
the	climate	emergency.	We	will:	

• Support	the	Paris	Agreement	by	playing	a	leadership	role	in	international	efforts	to	combat	
climate	change,	demonstrating	commitment	by	rapidly	reducing	emissions	from	the	UK	
economy,	increasing	development	spending	on	climate	objectives	and	aiming	to	persuade	all	
countries	to	commit	to	net	zero	climate	goals	by	the	2020	UN	climate	conference	in	Glasgow.	

• Use	our	role	in	the	EU	to	tackle	the	climate	emergency,	by	setting	a	binding,	EU-wide	net	
zero	target	of	2050,	and	continuing	to	take	part	in	the	EU’s	Internal	Energy	Market,	to	
provide	access	to	clean	energy	sources	while	keeping	costs	low.	

• Strengthen	climate	and	environmental	goals	in	EU	trade	and	investment	agreements	and	
refuse	to	enter	any	trade	agreements	with	countries	that	have	policies	counter	to	the	Paris	
Agreement,	including	the	Mercosur-EU	free	trade	agreement	because	of	the	Brazilian	
government’s	actions	in	the	Amazon.	

• Initiate	negotiations	within	the	UN	for	a	legally	binding	international	treaty	on	plastics	
reduction.	

• Argue	for	ambitious	new	legally	binding	international	targets	to	protect	global	biodiversity,	
and	an	effective	global	oceans	treaty	to	create	a	network	of	ocean	sanctuaries.	We	will	also	
provide	greater	resources	for	international	environmental	cooperation,	particularly	on	
actions	to	tackle	illegal	and	unsustainable	trade	in	timber,	wildlife,	ivory,	and	fish.	

• Argue	for	an	end	to	all	fossil	fuel	subsidies	world-wide	and	provide	aid	to	developing	
countries	to	help	them	transition	to	clean	sources	of	energy.	

	

	

	

	


