
Local councils: 
a step change in climate action  

How	are	our	councils	doing?	
	
What	would	step	change	look	like?	

What’s	needed	to	make	it	happen?	



Local councils: 
a step change in climate action  

§  A	public	view	
	Sally	Barnard			SECA	

	
§  A	council	view	
Francesca	Iliffe,	Strategic	Sustainability	Manager		
Adur	and	Worthing	Councils	



A public view:  
info from the SECA Survey 

http://bit.ly/SECAclimateactionsurvey 



§  Is there a climate action plan ?  

§  Is it easy to find and read? 

§  Whats the target date?  

§  Does it cover the just the council or the 
whole area? 

SECA survey 



SECA survey 

§  Is there a biodiversity strategy? 

§  Is climate on the council home page? 

§  Is there a climate web page? Is it helpful? 

§  What’s happening with community engagement? 



Action plans and targets: 
council operations June 2021 



Action plans and targets: 
whole council area June 2021 



	
	

UK	Target	
	
	

	78%	
reduction		
by	2035	



Council websites – progress in the past 6 months 

  



Home pages now 





There would be clear info on getting 
involved and actions residents can  take  

 



The climate action plan would be very clear, and 
residents would see their role in it 

 

Basingstoke	and	Deane	Climate	Action	Plan	2020-21	



There would be regular reporting to 
residents on progress and emissions 

 



There would be lots of 
community engagement 

§  hoardings /signage  

§  newsletters 

§  Climate assemblies/ conferences  

§  working with community groups to get messages 
out there 

§  enabling of local projects eg cycle ways, retrofits 



Newsletters: 
Adur and Worthing 

 



Community engagement – 
Eastbourne  



And we would see: 

§  Council pension funds divested 

§  Big projects happening eg heat networks, 
solar arrays 

§  Planning decisions making climate sense eg 
new builds, roads and airport expansion 



Government	

Local	authorities	

Communities	

Climate action would flow and be enabled 
at every level 



BUT at present councils are working against 
the flow: 

 
Recent	reports:	
Nov	2020:		‘Local	Authorities	and	the	6th		Carbon	Budget	’		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Committee	on	Climate	Change		
May	2021:	‘Power	Shift’		UK100	
	
Councils	need:							
	
	
	
	
	
We	need	to	get	behind	our	councils	and	lobby	Government	

•  A	national	climate	action	delivery	framework	
and	targets	(and	a	duty?	)	

•  Laws/policies	that	help	not	hinder	
•  Finances		
•  Workforce	


